
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newington Community Primary School 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 
‘Message from Santa’ is a really easy to use app that gives children the        
opportunity to pose Father Christmas their questions and wishes. It is parent 
programmable and allows you to enter your child’s name, interests, hobbies 
and even age - giving the impression that Santa is watching. I found this app 
really useful for monitoring behaviour in the run up to the big day and is a top app for children 
to use due to its lack of in app purchases and safety features.  

Maths Christmas Challenge! 
Last term, we had over 250 Halloween maths challenges returned! Over the Christmas holidays, you will have been 
provided with a Christmas themed maths challenge pack including lots of puzzles as well as a QR code which will take 
you to some online Christmas games. Please return your challenges by Friday 12th January with your name and class 
on the front. Badges will be awarded to each child who returns their challenge and a prize will be awarded to a winner 
from each key stage who has shown extra pride and care in their learning over the holiday. Let's start the new year as 
Newington Winners, beating our record of 250 returns! 
 
Year 5/6 Consolation Cup Quarter Final Football Match 

On Thursday 14th December, we travelled to St Nicholas-at-Wade School to compete in the Quarter final game for the Consolation 

Cup .  The team took to the pitch with excitement and the desire to win despite the bitter cold.  As the daylight faded, it did   

nothing to dampen our spirits as we went in to the second half with a 2-1 score to us.  As the game progressed their was some 

sensational goals from Romeo (2), Jaiden (2), Oliver (1) and George (1).  This meant that with a 6-1 win against St Nicholas the 

team have a Semi final to prepare for and we can not wait to see how well they progress as a team.  We now look forward to  

taking on St Gregorys in the New year.  Well done to Bailey, Charlie, Zak, George,  Romeo, Oliver, Finley, Elijah and Jaiden. 

Change of PE Days 

Due to swimming changes for Term 3 and 4 there are the following changes to PE days.  Please ensure your child has their full kit 

in school. Many thanks 

Monday PM – Year 4    Tuesday AM – Great Bears and Capricorn 

Tuesday PM – Year 6    Wednesday PM –Year 5 (Libra and Pluto Swimming 10/1/18 – 24/1/18) 

Thursday AM – Andromeda and Supernova Thursday PM – Year 2 

Friday AM – Reception    Friday PM – Year 1 and Year 3 

 

Alison and Emma’s 2017 Memories — One of our favourites was the Harry Potter Event that we held in March.  We 
will never forget all the children’s faces enthralled that their favourite characters were in their school and they could 
learn to ‘swish and flick’ spells with Mr Knight, be sorted into houses and especially the Honeydukes sweet shop! 
Another highlight was Newington Rocks 2017 watching families enjoy live entertainment here in their own school.  A 
huge thank you if you have helped us in any way with fayres, events, cake sales or by coming to any events that we 
have held.  
 Events always take a lot of planning and preparation but we are so   happy that so many of our families supported us 
by coming with their children and enjoying that special family time together.  
 And of course Mr Beech in a paddling pool full of beans! Just another day here at Newington! 
Have a fantastic Christmas break. 
From Alison and Emma. 

Please note, if you are buying school shoes over the holiday, they should be plain black! 

 

 

NCPS Governors met on the 15th November for the second full Governing Body meeting of the year. 
Two new keen and eager parent governors Karon McCarthy Sadd and Lara Alcock were warmly welcomed. They join the 
two other parent governors, Maria Bishop and Natalie Luddington who are both now very experienced and support the 
governing board enormously. 
Miss Heaton gave a really useful presentation on the new handwriting scheme and it was clear from the examples of     
children’s work across the school that the children’s handwriting was very much neater and well presented. All agreed that 
this a great improvement in a short time! 
Mr Beech also gave a presentation that included the clips of teaching and learning tips by NCPS teachers for teachers. 
These are readily available on YouTube. It was agreed that these are a great contribution to supporting other schools and 
certain teachers (mentioning no names) could well achieve internet celebrity status in the near future! 
Three working parties were set up to meet in the New Year to begin the work of making considered decisions for change. 
Each working party will look in depth at one of three areas namely: 

 Designing a new curriculum specifically tailored to meet the needs of our children 

 Becoming an academy  

 What it would mean for NCPS to achieve Teaching School status. 
There was a fascinating discussion and the meeting overran! 
  
The meeting closed at 7.20pm. 

Lesley Gallagher 
Chair of Governors 

Christmas Reading Challenge! 

This Christmas snuggle down with a good book and complete our Reading challenge! Take a look at the activities and 
complete them on your own or with friend or family member. There are prizes for the best challenges and badges for 
everyone who gives it a go! Good luck and have fun! 

Library launch 

In Term 3, we will be holding an exciting Newington Library Launch! We will be promoting a love for learning with book 
character visitors, story tellers, food and drink! It will take place on Monday 15th January 2018, 3.15-4.30pm. It would 
be lovely to see as many of you there to join in with the reading excitement!  

Year 5/6 Sportshall Athletics 

Another exciting Sportshall Athletics event took place on Saturday 9th December, with 14 pupils competing 

against other schools in a range of activities such as running, jumping and throwing.  Each pupil had the     

opportunity to compete in at least 4 events throughout the morning and were able to adapt their skills 

for every activity.  Challenges such as the Obstacle course and the Over/Under relay were met with 

enthusiasm and determination as each member of the team did their bit to gain points.  There was 

some spectacular running from Summer and Lily-Ann, who left their opponents for dust with their 

speed and ease of change overs, giving them a clear first place in their race.  Also well done to Charlie, 

Annabelle, Aleighsha, Nicholas, Megan, Alfie, Jaiden, Bailey, Olivia, Harry, Bobby and Emily who 

showed what it takes to be a Newington Winner 

 



Newington Community Primary School 

Princess Margaret Avenue, Ramsgate, Kent. CT12 6HX 

Tel: (01843) 593412 Fax: (01843) 850323 

Headteacher: Mr. C. Stokes. M.A. B.Ed 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

Dear Parents, 
Our jam packed Christmas Newsletter is an extravaganza. We have enjoyed a fabulous Christmas celebration this year, 
but we have still ensured that our focus has been on learning the three R’s, as well as on Newington pupils being the 
most respectful in the land.  I think we have achieved this, testament to this is the publication of national league tables 
which show that children at Newington make better progress in Reading, Writing and Maths than any other school in 
Thanet and we achieve in the top 10% of schools in Kent, an amazing achievement. This is due in large to the skills of 
the staff at Newington, who are all focussed on every child achieving their full potential, as well as the terrific         
partnership the school enjoys with parents. Details of the school league tables can be found at www.gov.uk/school-
performance-tables. To this end I would love every child to complete the Christmas Reading and Maths challenges that 
have been sent out. Even at this special time for children and families, please find a few minutes each day to ensure 
that their formal learning does not stop, I will, of course excuse you of this on Christmas Day and Boxing Day!!! 
On behalf of everyone at Newington CP School, I would like to wish you a peaceful and restful Christmas holiday. 
We return, after the break,  on Thursday 4th January 2018 at 8.50 am 
 
Christmas Carol Concert: Let it Rain! Let it Rain! Let it Rain! 
Christmas Cheer was enjoyed in abundance at this year’s school Christmas Carol 
concert. The whole of the school community, including parents, grandparents, 
staff, governors, siblings, friends, neighbours and pupils excelled themselves at 
singing, turning the most dreary of rain soaked December nights into a magical 
‘Winter Wonderland’. Mr Eldred said: “Although it was initially disappointing that 
the rain forced us inside, the intimate setting of the reception area proved to be 
equally festive and I was bowled over by everybody’s participation. It was         
certainly a highlight of a very busy musical year”. Participators enjoyed mince 
pies and refreshments and were able to pick up last minute Christmas gifts at the 
Christmas Craft Fair that took place prior to the Carol Concert. The staff per-
formed an impromptu live version of this year’s school Christmas song and all      
participators left the building full of the magic of Christmas. The event was even streamed live on the internet and can 
be enjoyed on our YouTube channel in the comfort of your own home. A big thank-you to all of those who supported 
the event and we look forward to seeing you all next year.—Well done Mr Eldred! 
  
Ellington Park Carols: Let it Rain! Let it Rain! Let it Rain! 
Rain seems to be a bit of a recurring theme with our festive choir performances this year but could not dampen the 
spirits of our hardy choir at last Sunday’s Carol Concert at Ellington Park. Our pupils proudly lead the singing of         
traditional carols up on the stage in front of a huge throng of people, even getting to sing the first verse of ‘Away In a   
Manger’ on their own. The choir performed with the Salvation Army Band from Ramsgate, and really did themselves 
proud. Mr Eldred would like to thank all of the pupils who took part and their families for turning out on a cold and 
wet evening. The organisers were hugely complimentary about our choir and it was an honour to perform at such a 
big event within our community. Well done choir!  Well done Mr Eldred! 
  

  

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stories from the Nativities, and more! 
Nursery...All the parents couldn't help but laugh when the three kings delivered their presents in very different ways. The first 
two kings - male, I'm not making judgements - carefully dropped their gifts by Jesus, narrowly missing his head. The third king - 
female, again no stereotype being made - placed her present delicately however she then spent a minute or two neatly arrang-
ing the other gifts that had been lovingly delivered by the kings before her. Keen to get them straight, she had to give up in the 
end as our next number was about to begin. Her gesture of a wave of the hand and a shrug of the shoulders resulted in a lot of 
empathy from worn out parents, tired of tidying up! Mary and Joseph didn't look too pleased either. 
Year 5 set the stage alight on Wednesday, with their dazzling performance of the Christmas Nativity! Every child shone like the 
true star they are and I am immensely proud of their achievements. None of this could have been possible without the support 
of the Year 5 team and of course yourselves; it was wonderful to have such a fantastic turnout of Parents/Carers, which 
demonstrates what we can achieve as a community. Merry Christmas to you all! 
Year 4 dazzled in their spectacular production of 'Santa's on Strike!'. Through their fabulous singing and dancing they were able 
to convince Santa that children really do deserve Christmas presents this year! 
Reception  "Our littlest members of school were brave, confident and, of course, adorable in their first ever Nativity Perfor-
mance!" 
Mrs Andrews’ highlights There have been many highlights for me this year, however, what always stands out for me, are the 
times in which Newington Community come together in celebration of the children’s hard work and achievement, and this 
term has been no exception. It has been truly heart-warming to watch each child shine with confidence and enthusiasm in 
their Christmas performances and seeing staff working tirelessly to ensure Christmas is a magical time for our children. Having 
everyone come together is what makes this time of year special for the whole Community. 
Mr Beech — 2017 has been an eventful year for us all, highs and lows, beans and smiles! I have had many highlights, but 
to choose one...for me it would have to be the annual Welcome Concert in September. The concert has happened 2 years in a 
row now and to me sums up what we are about at Newington. Children, families and staff all come together to sing, laugh and 
enjoy each others company. It is especially nice as it is something to look forward to after returning to normality after the long 
summer holiday!I look forward to what 2018 brings us but I know with certainty that #thenewingtonway will ensure that we 
are all happy, determined and successful. 
Year 6 certainly came up with a show to end all shows on Friday - their very own Xmas Factor was a true singing and dancing 
extravaganza! They closed the run of fabulous Christmas plays by bringing  the Christian story straight into 2017 with great 
music, synchronised dancing and superb acting not to mention the most grumpy Simon Cowell ever! We think the children 
were all, "Shammmmazzzzinggg!" 
Year 1's performance was truly spectacular! The children did us proud; speaking confidently, singing beautifully and each    
rehearsal went fabulously, all culminating in a stellar show! 
One of the highlights was how seriously the Kings and camels took their roles. Each King had a dedicated camel that would 
walk alongside their King, on their journey to Bethlehem. During one of our rehearsals, there was some commotion stirring 
amongst the benches. "What's wrong?" Mrs Mussett asked. "He's not my camel!" one of the Kings retorted. So much fun! 
Year 2 performed ‘It’s a party’ Christmas Nativity with enthusiasm and passion. They impressed us all with their fabulous    

singing, acting and dancing. 

Miss Heaton — My highlight of this year, thinking all the way back to September, was Swattenden. Year 6  truly demonstrated 

all of our core values- they had the grit to challenge themselves, their collaboration meant that they achieved far more than 

they could alone and they approached every challenge with zest. They all proved themselves to be true Newington               

Winners and have continued to do so every day at school. A fantastic memory from this year! 

Year 3 — On the day of the show one of our angels hadn’t showed up leaving us adults a little panicked about what to do! Mr 

Green was even ready to step in as an angel himself! When we told the pupils, in true Newington spirit, we had over ten pupils 

raise their hands to say they knew the lines and would be willing to show versatility and shine as a stand in angel. Just as we 

were about to choose a stand in, our missing angel turned up at the doors of the hall- just in time! What a wonderful sight it 

was (although we were sure that Mr Green felt a little disappointed!).  

Christmas Radio Show: 
As fans of Triple ‘A’ radio will remember, the Christmas edition is always lead 
by the staff. This year the staff get to choose their favourite Christmas songs 
and share festive greetings over the airwaves. Mr Cox shares his favourite 
Christmas films, Mr Beech offers his ‘Thought for the Term’, Mr.Staples has 
‘Festive Words of Wisdom’ and our cooks offer ‘Christmas Culinary Expertise’. 
The other highlight of this ‘Christmas Cracker’ of a programme is the staff’s 
unique interpretation of Charles Dicken’s ‘A Christmas Carol’. The programme 
has been devised for you to enjoy while     wrapping your presents, hanging 
your stockings or simply enjoying a bit of family time together. On behalf of 
the ‘Triple ‘A’ Radio show team, we’d like to wish you all a very Merry Christ-

mas and a fantastic 2018. Well done Mr Eldred! 


