
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Newington Community Primary School 
Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

Music News 

It is an exciting time in the music department as pupils prepare for their end of term performance combining songs from 
the Lion King and Wicked. 

The lower school including Nursery up to Year 2 are performing songs from The Lion King, whereas years 3,4,5 and 6 
are mastering the vocal acrobatics involved in songs from Wicked. Equally exciting is the finale medley, combining Circle 
Of Life and Already Home, two songs that are guaranteed to leave an audience in tears. 

Mr Eldred is busy preparing backing tracks and all of the vocals on these will be recorded by our own pupils. 

The concert is bound to be a roaring success. Witch musical do you think is Wicked?   

Happy Talk: Pupils receive a video message from punk pioneers ‘The Damned’. 

There was much excitement  when Mr Eldred received a video message 
to our pupils from one of his musical heroes ‘Captain Sensible’ and his 
legendary band ‘The Damned’. These punk pioneers, who were the first 
British band to release a punk single and album, took time out of their 
busy promotional schedule (prior to the recording of the video they had 
been signing 6000 copies of their new album) to wish our pupils well with 
their musical ventures and learning. Our school’s ‘2 Times Table Song’ 
and video were an affectionate tribute to The Damned and prompted the 
band to make contact. Mr Eldred said: ‘The pupils were thrilled to hear 
from the band, especially as they love the punky nature of our ‘ 2 x Table 
Song’, and were keen to learn more about that specific genre of music. 
They also loved learning Captain Sensible’s number one hit song ‘Happy Talk’ last term, and we really appreciate the 
time and effort that the band took in contacting us.” 

You can watch the special message from The Damned on the school website and Facebook page which is followed by 
the ‘2 Times Table Song’ that celebrates their musical style and influence. Discover also how the Queen inadvertently 
helped create one of rock music’s most iconic record covers.  

Newington Sport  

Changes to PE Days  

Due to swimming changes the timetable for PE has changed for Term 5 and 6.  Here is the 

information of when your child’s PE lessons take place. Please ensure that all PE kit and 

Uniform is labelled so that any lost items of clothing can be identified and returned.  

Monday PM – Year 4 

Tuesday AM – Andromeda and Great Bears  

Tuesday PM – Year 6 

Wednesday PM – Year 3 

Thursday AM – Capricorn and Supernova 

Thursday PM – Year 5 

Friday AM – Reception 

Friday PM – Year 1 and Year 2 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday 21st April – 6 Nations Rugby Tournament at Upton 

Junior School 

Tuesday 24th April – Year 2 Football Festival at Margate Football 

Club 

 

 

 

Are you creative/artist? 
Help needed to create props/
decorations for this term’s ‘      
performance of ‘Wicked V Lion 
King’. 
Come along to the dining hall from 
2pm every Tuesday for the next 4 
weeks. 
If you are available for any of 
these sessions please contact 
either Emma or Sharon.  

Thank you for your support! 

Hujambo Newington family! 

Our language of the term is Swahili to tie in with the Lion King 

(there was no language attached to Wicked!) Swahili is the  

language spoken in Kenya. This is a brilliant opportunity for 

your children to learn about the African continent and all the 

different countries that are found there, not just Kenya.       

Languages are important as they encourage international          

collaboration and they’re a great way to learn more about the 

world and different people. We must embrace them! Mr Rigden 

has recommended an app if you would 

like to learn Swahili at home – give it a 

go! 

 

With the learning of our new language 
of the term (Swahili) well under way, 
this app would provide a brilliant follow 
up to aid learning at home. After    
downloading it during the Easter Half 
term, I’ve been hooked by the bright 
and colorful daily sessions; that only 
take 10 minutes!  The App is called         
Duolingo 

 

Holidays in term time! 

We have had a number of requests for 

holidays in term time,  I am often quite 

staggered by the number of holidays that 

relatives have paid for as a surprise, as 

this has yet to happen to me! The         

Department for Education has made it very 

clear that they can only be authorised in 

exceptional circumstances. Would you 

therefore please refrain from making any 

requests unless you are unable to take a 

holiday in the 10 weeks the children are 

not in school as permission may not be 

given and a fine could be levied! 

Rotary Club Art Exhibition 2018 
Reminder that this weekend will be the  
Rotary Club Art Exhibition at Westwood 
Cross Sainsbury’s. 
We have a selection of our children’s work 
on display.  
Come along from 19th April until 22nd 
April. 

I am sure that you all experience the conversation stopper with children: 
“What did you do at school today?” 
“Nothing!” 
Well, one parent has provided some alternatives that will force your child 
into a reply; conversation and love are the greatest gifts you can give 
your children. I therefore suggest that from here on you do not use your 
mobile phone until you leave the school grounds, use the time to talk 
about your child’s learning during the day. I look forward to ‘overhearing’ 
your conversations!! 

Swimming Dates 

Due to swimming dates and timings, Eclipse will be attending 

swimming in 3 different sessions along with their relevant 

class for PE.  Swimming takes place every Wednesday for 

the following groups. 

Term 5 

18
th
 April – 9

th
 May – Cygnus, Pegasus and 1/3 Eclipse 

16
th
 May – Saturn, Galaxy and 1/3 Eclipse  

Term 6 

6
th
 June – 20

th 
June – Saturn, Galaxy and 1/3 Eclipse 

27
th
 June – 18

th
 July – Jupiter, Orion and 1/3 Eclipse  

Our cuisine day is on 

Tuesday 8th May and 

the children will be able 

to try out different foods 

from Kenya and the sur-

rounding area.   



Newington Community Primary School 

Princess Margaret Avenue, Ramsgate, Kent. CT12 6HX 

Tel: (01843) 593412 Fax: (01843) 850323 

Headteacher: Mr. C. Stokes. M.A. B.Ed 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

Dear Parents, 
You will notice that the newsletter has a common thread running through it;       
London theatre shows! It is such an exciting term, where the focus of learning 
across the school is based on the children having an experience of a lifetime, a day 
when memories will be made that last forever. My memories of primary school 
were not particularly pleasant or warm, they involved adults getting what they 
wanted through fear, this couldn't be further from the truth at Newington today. 
Our learning is based on fabulous experiences with children being happy and secure 
in their classrooms where there is support and care. For our children to thrive they 
need to want to learn and I hope that the environment that we have created in our 
school enables the children to do so. 
I have recently been in contact with Tricia Hartley, Tricia is an Independent        
Councillor who represents Newington Ward on Ramsgate Town Council. I men-
tioned that I hated the fact that the children who come to school along the alley 
have to face litter, as well as other unpleasant matter, when they should skip to 
school full of joy and happiness. She has petitioned Thanet District Council to pro-
vide litter bins and is also in the process of organising a community clean up for sometime in May. I hope that you 
will join us when the clean up occurs in order to make the school journey a more positive one for parents and     
children alike. I will let you know further details when I have them. 
Please note the front entrance of the school is only to be used  by children and parents in emergencies. We have a 
safe and secure drop off zone where children can walk safely across the        
playgrounds in the sight of our site staff. I would really appreciate your support 
with this as I have had to have a number of difficult conversations with parents 
when I feel my energies would be better used providing terrific learning oppor-
tunities for the children. Abuse of the site staff will not be tolerated as the over 
riding tenet of our school is one of respect and kindness. I hope that I can rely 
on your support in keeping our school full of love, understanding and kind 
words!!! 
Yesterday, Reception pupils, parents and teaching staff enjoyed a fantastic day 

out watching the Lion King. We couldn't have asked for better weather, and with 

the sun shining, pupils enjoyed a picnic lunch and a run around in Greenwich 

Park, before driving into central London. The show delighted both children and 

adults, with a spectacle of singing, dancing, acting and stage effects. Many thanks 

to all of the reception adults, who ensured the day went without a glitch, so that 

all our pupils and parents could enjoy a wonderful day- an absolute roaring     

success! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Improvement Planning 

Each year we create a whole School Development Plan that identifies the areas we want to improve upon and new 
ideas we would like to implement. You have a significant role in supporting us and the education of your children 
and as a result, we'd love to gather your views on what has gone well this year and areas that you feel we could 
improve upon for next year. These views will help form the basis of our School Development Plan for the coming 
year.  
You can find a brief questionnaire using the following link, which can also be found on our school’s Facebook page; 
a text will also be sent out. 
https://app.keysurvey.com/f/1217622/1eac/ 

A very proud Nanny sent me an email during the holidays ‘ My granddaughter Isabelle Craig has been appearing 
at shows at the Granville Theatre since the age of 3, At age five she sang her first solo "do you want to build a 
snowman"  and last year performed a difficult song from Disney's The little mermaid. When she forgot her lines 
she didn't panic just waited a second and picked up the song, not bad for a six year old. 

She is a very strong swimmer despite having asthma and is also a very kind and caring little girl. We could not be 
more proud of her.’ What a lovely message! 

After School Clubs 

There will be NO after school clubs 
on the following dates this term: 

Wednesday 18th April - London Trip 

Tuesday 24th April - TA training after 
school (school will still open) 

Wednesday 25th April - London Trip 

Monday 7th May - Bank Holiday (no 
school) 

Monday 21st May - TA training 
(school will still be open) 

Wrap around will still be running on 
the days that the school is open. 

   

Miss Goldsmith - Club Coordinator 

 

WICKED! 

Yesterday, the first of our eagerly, 
anticipated trips to London took 
place. The children in years 5 and 6 visited the Royal Victoria    
Palace Theatre, to witness the awe-inspiring and spellbinding 
‘Wicked’. It was a tremendous day; we couldn’t be more proud of 
the children and the way in which they represented the school in 
such a fabulous way. This life time experience will serve as the 
foundation for all learning taking place this term and will           
culminate in a whole school, end of term performance, consisting 
of dancing, singing and drama, celebrating all learning that has 
taken place this term. So keep your eyes peeled for further details 
of how to book your seats! 

And finally, I have a challenge for the children. I told them a story in assembly that showed how I had used the 
school’s CORE VALUES, in order to introduce this terms Core Value of TEAM WORK, Our 6 core values are        
Morality, Curiosity, Collaboration, Versatility, Zest and Grit. I set the children a challenge of writing a story,      
either imaginary or real, about a time when the core values have been used. The story should be written in the 
children’s words but an adult needs to read it through with them to check it. It can be accompanied with      
drawings or illustrations. The winning entries will be judged by me and will be displayed in the main corridor. All 
entries need to be sent in to the school office by Tuesday the 8th May, any questions, please come and speak to 
me 

https://app.keysurvey.com/f/1217622/1eac/

