
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newington Community Primary School 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 
Half Term Reading and Maths Challenges 

Well done to all of the 256 children that completed the spooktacular Maths Challenge. We were blown away by 
the amount of hard work and effort put into these challenges making it incredibly difficult for us to choose the 
winners. In reception the winner was Maisie Chittenden in Cosmos class, the key stage 1 winner was Else 
Mackins in Supernova, and the Key Stage 2 winner was Zachary Huelin. Well done to the winners and keep your 
eye out for the Christmas challenge to see if this time you can be a 
Newington winner. 

Moonbeams at Quex Park 

'Moonbeams had a wonderful time at Forest School on the 16th of 
November. Though just muddy enough underfoot to add to the 
fun, the sun was shining through the trees as we embarked on our 
outdoor learning adventure. Starting the day with a leaf hunt, the 
children compared colours and shapes to identify Oak, Sycamore 
and Beech leaves found in the forest. The leaves and twigs collect-
ed were then transformed, with the help of some clay into all sorts of creatures and models of the chil-
dren’s making.  After busily exploring the forest, testing our balancing skills on logs, climbing trees and 
building wood stacks, the class gathered around the fire circle to warm up with a toasted marshmal-
low. Before we went home, the children were very excited to each have a turn on the zip wire; which 
everyone was very brave to try.! 

Knowledge = Fun  

We have arranged a 6 weeks course called Knowledge = Fun, it is based 
on early years child development and will be run by a qualified play 
therapist. 

To book a place please use our online booking system, which you will 
find on the Homepage of our school’s website. If you have any prob-
lems please see our FLO Julie Marks. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that school closes at 2.15pm 
on  Wednesday 21st December for the 
Christmas break. The children return at 
8.50am on Tuesday 3rd January 2017 

 

Governor News 

The Newington Community School Governors met for their second full governing body meeting on 9th No-

vember 2016. The meeting began by governors reflecting on the dedication and huge commitment by Mrs 

Kettle to the whole Newington school community. It was agreed that the school would be closed to children 

on Friday with staff working at school in the morning and attending Mrs Kettle’s funeral in the afternoon. 

Natalie Hammond agreed to take the Vice Chair role. 

Mr Stokes was questioned on the information in his report which covered a wide range of topics including 

Leadership, Management and Teaching and Learning. Mr Beech discussed the impact of the pupil premium 

and sports premium monies. The school data outcomes at Y2 and Y6 were compared against the national 

results. Reports from the monitoring visits in Term 1, including finance, were discussed and governors were 

updated on information from the District governor briefing.  

Mr Beech then led the governors on safeguarding training and it was agreed all governors would complete 

the homework. An interesting in depth discussion on marking, which included looking at pupils’ workbooks, 

took place. It was agreed that the workbooks from across the school year groups were most impressive and 

the usefulness of the marking system could be easily identified. 

The meeting closed with thanks and flowers being given to our Clerk, Mary, who has sadly resigned due to ill 

health. Mrs Linda Gardner has also now retired from the GB and will be invited to the GB meeting in Term 3 

for us to show our appreciation. A name was put forward for this vacancy and Mr Stokes and the Chair will 

investigate further. 

Year 1 at the Reindeer Centre 

Year 1 visited the Reindeer Centre this week as part of their IPC topic 'The 

magic Toymaker'. They had the opportunity to meet Father Christmas and 

his elves and find out how they make all the toys and deliver them safely 

to the children. Every child received a special present for working so hard 

in their learning. Furthermore they had the opportunity to feed the rein-

deers, play in the snow and ball pit, pet some animals and play col-

laboratively in Father Christmas' barn. 

Triple A Radio 

We are proud to announce that our second ‘Triple A ‘Radio show is 
to be released this evening. The November edition explores our 
term’s core value of ‘Curiosity’ and also features songs with ‘Fire’ as 
their theme. Highlights include an original drama all about ‘Guy 
Fawkes’, as well as regular features such as ‘Mr.Beech’s Thought For 
the Month’, ‘Sophie’s Books’ and “Olly’s Gossip’. If that wasn’t 
enough, we also get to hear Mr. Staples views on aliens, time travel 
and ‘Life On Mars’.  It truly is out of this world and you can access 
the show via the homepage of the school’s website. 

 



Newington Community Primary School 

Princess Margaret Avenue, Ramsgate, Kent. CT12 6HX 

Tel: (01843) 593412 Fax: (01843) 850323 

Headteacher: Mr. C. Stokes. M.A. B.Ed 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

Dear Parents, 

In common with all large organisations we are continually striving to improve 
on the education that we provide for the children as well as the service that 
we provide for the parents. One way of doing this is providing you with our 
annual questionnaire. The questionnaire will ask you how you rate our per-
formance in a variety of different areas as well as giving you the opportunity 
to respond by providing written comments. This is a much better way of con-
ducting affairs rather than venting your issues on social media, something 
which is, thankfully, quite rare for our school. A text containing the link to the 
questionnaire will be sent out on Wednesday afternoon. I thank you in ad-
vance for your support in this matter 

Wildwood trip 

What a wonderful and wild time year 6 had last week on their trip to Wild-

wood. Their behaviour was fantastic as they walked around the park looking 

at the animals and their features. As well as being able to discuss the animals’ 

habitat and adaptations as we viewed them, the children took part in a fan-

tastic workshop designed to teach them about inheritance and evolution. The 

activities included dressing up in wigs, shoes, glasses and noses to see how 

children inherit features from their parents, using jelly beans to build a pic-

ture of how genes are passed on and quizzes to name some. It is always a 

pleasure to see how confident and willing to take part Newington pupils are, 

they were excellent participants and were a tribute to our school! Well done to year 6 – the things you learnt will     

enhance our topic greatly. 

 

Christmas Performances and Parties 

 
You will receive a separate letter outlining the details for each year group’s party nearer the time.  

Year group Christmas Performance Christmas Party 

Nursery Friday 9th December 11am (Nursery 

am) and 2pm (Nursery pm) 

Thursday 8th (am and pm) 

Reception Friday 9th December 10am Friday 9th December (pm) 

Year 1 Thursday 8th December 10am Tuesday 6th December (pm) 

Year 2 Wednesday 7th December 10am Friday 9th December (pm) 

Year 3 Monday 12th December 10am Monday 5th December (pm) 

Year 4 Tuesday 13th December 10am Thursday 15th December (pm) 

Year 5 Wednesday 14th December 10am Friday 16th December (pm) 

Year 6 Friday 16th December 10am Monday 19th December (pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Fayre SOS.  Preparations are well underway for our School Christmas Fayre.  Do we have any par-
ents, carers, grandparents or friends of the School who are able to help with either the preparations in the 
lead up to the Fayre or on the day with the raffle?  Our Christmas Fayre is Friday 2nd December and, if you 
are able to, we would require help from 1pm on the day. 
  
Our next family event will be a Christmas Shopping 
Craft Fayre here at the school.  A chance for some parents to 
make some money before Christmas and a wonderful chance 
for others to do some shopping for unique items before 
Christmas.   
  
What a wonderful way to spend the evening! Come and have 
a look around some stalls, have a mince pie and hot drink and 
listen to some Christmas Carols! 
  
Do we have any parents, carers, grandparents or friends of 
the school who make handmade items or would like to have a stall at this event? Maybe you sell books or 
cosmetics or other popular Christmas items?   Stalls are booking up fast… If you are interested please 
speak to Alison or Julie our FLO's on 593412 or at the beginning/end of the school day on the playground. 
  
Rotary Club Annual Toy Collection – Thursday 8th December  
We will be collecting toys again this December for the Rotary Club of 
Ramsgate for those local families less fortunate.  
  
We would like to ask if you are having a clear out before Christmas 
that you consider donating.  The Rotary Club are seeking help with 
clean toys, books, dolls and games etc.  There is no requirement to 
wrap them in Christmas paper.   
  
The toys will be collected on Thursday 8th December by Santa and his team and will be distributed to local 
underprivileged children.  All donations will be collected in a box in the FLO office.  If you have any questions 
please speak to Alison FLO. 
  
Breakfast Club request. 
Could you please ensure that all items of clothing and bags are labelled clearly with your child’s name.  We 
have requested this throughout the school on a recent newsletter and Alison our FLO has offered to label 
clothes and coats and has a supply of pens for you to do this should you need them.  
 
Healthy snacks 
Newington is a healthy school, which means we strive to promote positive attitudes towards eating healthily now, but 
also to see the importance of healthy eating habits that can be carried into later life. 
It's recommended that children – like adults – eat at least five portions of fruit and vegetables every day. But research 
shows that on average children in England eat only about three portions, with many eating fewer. Fruit and vegetables 
are a good source of the nutrients that children need and form part of a healthy, balanced diet. 
Reception and Key Stage 1 are provided with a piece of fruit for every child. In Key Stage 2, pupils who wish to have a 
snack at morning break should bring a healthy snack e.g. fruit, dried fruits, vegetables, cereal bars, crackers etc. Please 
do not send your child in with crisps, chocolate or sweets. 
Please support us to support your children in following The Newington Way by making healthy choices.  


