
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newington Community Primary School 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

 

Accelerated Reader 

This year we are launching a new reading scheme at Newington Community Primary School 
called Accelerated Reader. This is a computer-based programme that helps motivate children 
to read, by guiding them to books that are just right for them and promoting rewards for their 
success. Your child will pick a book at their own level, and when finished will take a short quiz 
on the computer. If your child can pass a quiz about what they have read, this tells us that 
they have fully understood the book. All children from years 2 to 6 have recently taken a short 
reading test that has provided them a ZPD code, which tells them the reading bands they 
should be reading from.  

As a part of the reading programme it is important for your child to be reading daily at home 
for at least 20 minutes, filling in their home reading record and have it signed by an adult. We 
would greatly appreciate your support in helping your child to do this, as becoming a confi-
dent and fluent reader is one of the most important life skills you can equip a child with.  

If you need any advice or support in reading with your child at home, please do not hesitate to talk to your child’s class 

teacher or Hannah Raven.   

 

Drop Off Zone Reminder 

As our school has grown, the drop off zone has become vital in order to ensure smooth and hassle free 

drop offs at the beginning of the school day. However for this to work effectively, we rely on parents 

abiding by the rules! The drop off zone is for pulling over briefly to allow your child to get out of the 

car and walk safely along the path to the playground. It is not for parking as this affects other parents 

trying to drop their children off and could put a child's safety at risk by them having to be dropped off 

somewhere else. If you wish to park and walk your child into school, please park on the road and not 

in the drop off zone. Thank you for your continued cooperation with this. 

Family News 

We will be holding our Macmillan Big Coffee Morning here in school on Friday 30th September.  If any 
parents are able to help us that morning or has any ideas how we can raise more money than last year 
please get in contact with Alison/Julie our FLOs. 

We have a course starting here in school on Monday 26th September.  This is a Family Maths course 
and will run from 1.15pm for 12 weeks.  A fantastic fun way of learning how to help your child in the 
classroom or gain more confidence in your maths ability.  Please contact Alison/Julie if you would like 
to be included in this fun, free course. 

NCPS Toddler Group will resume back in school on Wednesday 21st September.  We will meet in the 
dining hall and enjoy the last of the weather by having toddler group outside for the next few 
weeks.  If anyone would like to join our toddler group please contact Alison on 593412 for further in-
formation.  All sessions are free and it is an amazing way for you and your child to make new friends 
across the school. 
 
NCPS Coffee morning will now change to Thursday mornings and will be held at the Copperfield Com-
munity Café which is situated in the new assisted living building next to the Copse.   We will meet at 
9am on 22nd September at the front of the school and walk there together if you are not sure of the 
route. 
Please update the office if you have a new phone number or address. 

Dates for your diary: 
Development Days 2016-17 — The school will be closed on the following dates for Staff Development 
Activities: 
Monday 31st October  2016 
Monday 5th June 2017 
Friday 21st July 2017 

 

 

As part of their IPC topic ‘I’m Alive’ Year 2 visited Wingham Wildlife Park to 

look at a variety of living things. They took part in a hands on animal encoun-

ter where the children were given a talk by one of the animal keepers and got 

the opportunity to touch a snake and a tarantula!!!!. The children learned lots 

of information about the different animals and this first-hand experience will 

support the children’s learning in school. The children were enthusiastic and 

their behaviour was outstanding! We all had a fabulous day.  

Newington Sport 

It’s the start of a new year and with a new year comes a new goal.  This year we are working 

towards becoming Newington Winners.  Spurred on by the Olympics and Paralympics success 

it is our time to shine and show the community that if we work hard we can achieve anything.    

So with this in mind we have many Football tournaments coming up as well as the first Cross Country event this term with the 

opportunity for our pupils, your children, to get involved in our vision.  Yet, like all athletes, there is a great amount of determina-

tion and dedication to training and this starts here at Newington with clubs.  Teams will thrive with consistent training and there-

fore can achieve so much more when it comes to competition. 

If you are interested in participating in the Cross Country event taking place on Saturday 8th October 2016 please see a member of 

the PE team afterschool or collect an entry form from the office.  A shuttle bus will be provided for those who may not be able to 

access the event. 

As part of their topic on ‘Scavengers and Settlers’ Year 3 

had the opportunity this week to visit Dover Museum to 

experience the life of our prehistoric ancestors. They 

showed the Newington Way whilst handling artefacts 

and creating their own bronze age boats, and 

their exemplary behaviour was commented on by all 

the staff who worked with them. What a fantastic start 

to this term's learning! Well done year 3 

 

Lastly, a huge 'well done' to Grace Johnson who had her 

hair cut in the holidays and donated it to the Little Prin-

cess Trust.  What an amazing thing to do. 
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Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

The Newington Way 

What is The Newington Way?  

When the children were asked they responded with “it’s the right way!”  

Our school is an outstanding example of conduct and respect and we are all incredibly proud of how our chil-
dren represent the school and themselves.  

The Newington Way is a phrase to summarise our expectations of what a Newington Pupil should do and be. 
This includes lining up sensibly, walking on the left calmly, using manners, eating with a knife and fork or 
greeting each other politely. Our expectations are always high because we know that the children can meet 
them, but The Newington Way does not happen by chance, it takes practise, hard work and lots of model-
ling.  

This is where you come in! As the single biggest influence in your child’s life we need you to work alongside 
us in modelling The Newington Way at all times. Whether it’s at the dinner table, walking through Tesco or 
playing in the park, the values and expectations of The Newington Way should be modelled, explained and 
reminded.  

Please post any pictures of fabulous examples of the children following The Newington Way on Instagram 
with the hashtag #thenewingtonway for a chance to win a prize!   

Reward Tokens 

Beginning this Friday we will send a text to all of the children who have received 5 or more tokens for display-
ing the right behaviours for learning. 

So, the big question is… 

Have you had the text?! If not, why not??  

The Reward Text is an important part of school life and a good way  for you to know how your child is getting 
on. 

What should you do if you don’t receive the text? 

Firstly ask your child!  

Second speak to the class teacher, who will be happy to discuss why and how they can achieve the text the 
following week. 

We pride ourselves on working in partnership with you and this is an excellent way of working together to 
reach the same goal. 

What should you do if you get the text? 

Praise, praise and praise!! 

Let your little one know how wonderful they are! 

If you have any further questions please come and speak to Mr Beech. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Home Learning 
As parents, you are your child's most influential teacher, with an important part to play in supporting your child's development 
with positive attitudes towards learning, in order for them to fulfil their potential. Establishing positive home/school links with 
learning is of paramount importance; one of the ways in which we achieve this, is through the use of the Home Learning book. 
Once a week your child will be set a home learning task to complete, which will give your child the opportunity to consolidate and 
extend learning that has taken place in class, as well as providing them with an opportunity to be independent in their learning.  
Your child will also be set weekly spellings and times tables to learn.  We have in place a points system in order to reward children 
for their effort made towards Home Learning, which is outlined in your child’s Home Learning book. We hope that you feel able to 
support your children by giving them the time and attention that they deserve. You do not need to be an expert, all we ask is that 
you give your time and your attention, in order to show them that learning is important and valued.  

Parent DVD afternoon 

In order to give you an insight into what happens in your child’s class during their school life, each class has produced a video diary 
for parents to see. We would like to invite parents in on the following afternoons at 2:30pm to watch the video: 

Tuesday 11th October – Year 4 

Wednesday 12th October -  Nursery am – 11:00am – 11:30am 

  Nursery pm – 2:45pm – 3:15pm  

Friday 14th October – Year 6 

Monday 17th October – Year 5 

Tuesday 18th October – Year 3 

Wednesday 19th October – Reception 

Thursday 20th October – Year 1 

Friday 21st October – Year 2 

This time will also be used by teachers to outline their expectations of the class, the curriculum that the children will be learning, 
as well as how parents can support their children’s learning at home. Children will be able to go home with their parents at the 
end of the school day. I hope that we have as many parents as possible attending, we would love to see you, but your children will 
want to see you even more! To book a place, please go to the ‘Events booking’ tab on our school’s website.  

Parents’ Evening 

Parents’ evening will be taking place on Thursday 13th  October from 2pm until 7pm, which means that the school will close on 
this day at 2pm.To book your appointment times, you will need to navigate to the ‘Events Booking’ tab on our school’s website, a 
link will also be provided on our school Facebook page and via text. You will be able to book your slots from Monday 19th Septem-
ber until Friday 7th October. Please note, if you have more than one child in school, it is important that you sign up as soon as 
possible to ensure that your times are close together. If you have any questions, please ask at the office or alternatively, you can 
speak to Alison or Julie. 

Parents’ Evening is a crucial meeting and it is expected that EVERY child is represented at these meetings, as it will be a chance for 
a discussion regarding how your child has settled into their new class. 

Secondary Admissions - Please remember that if you have a child in year 6 then you will need to apply for a place in a Secondary 
School. Applications should be made online at the following website: www.kent.gov.uk/ola.  Applications need to be made by 
Monday 31st

 October. If you have any difficulty with the application processes please see Alison or Julie. For those children who 
took part in the Kent Test, the results will be available for your children on Parents Evening, please see your child’s class teacher 
or Mrs Kettle. 

International Mindedness – Mrs Hessey 

Within our IPC learning, there is an International Mindedness element. International Mindedness is the cooperation and under-
standing between people of different nationalities, cultures and backgrounds. It leads us to an understanding of who we are and 
where our place is in the world. During this school year, we are raising the children’s awareness of how this impacts on lives. 
There will be a different focus for each of the six terms. In Term 1, the children will develop the sense of their own identity 
through looking at and talking about their unique family history. In Term 2, the focus will be learning about a sense of others, 
helping children to see things from the point of view of other people- they will talk about the celebrations and traditions of their 
friends and neighbours. There will be an IPC parent information evening in Term 2, where I will be giving you more information 
about all of the exciting things we have planned for the year – the date and time will follow in a later newsletter. Please support 
your children in recognising and appreciating diversity.  


