
 

 

 

   

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to school, I hope that your break was peaceful and restful and that you were able 

to share that most precious commodity we have in this hectic world, quality family time. With the 

ringing in of the New Year we are prone to make resolutions, many of which are cast aside almost 

as soon as we have made them. However, for children to succeed in life they need to be 

determined, to show GRIT at every opportunity. That means we will encourage them to make and 

keep a resolution throughout the whole of term 3, which will take us up to half term on the 10th 

Feb. I hope you will ask your child what their resolution is, and then encourage them to stick with 

it! My resolutions are to run every day at least three miles for the next 6 weeks, as well as to read 

at least 26 books throughout the year. I look forward to you supporting your child in achieving 

their goal! 

Mrs Andrews sees the New Year as a time to reflect on the past year in order to make changes 

for the year ahead. With this in mind, she hopes for this year to spend quality time with family and 

friends, as well as visiting new and exciting places. She also intends to learn to play a musical 

instrument, which she has been meaning to do for a long time and has therefore promised to play a 

piece of music in assembly before the end of the school year!!!! 

 

Mr Beech’s New Year Wishes 

I always try to make wishes that are realistic and that I will actually stick to!  Last year I vowed 

to deactivate my Facebook account to spend more time with my children, I am proud to say that I 

am 1 year down the line and have not looked back! This year I have two wishes… 

1) To ensure that we have dinner at the table together as a family at least 4 times a week. 

Being busy, work and the television can be a huge hindrance to our family time at home and 

I want to make sure we have as many chances as we can to talk and share our lives. I always 

remember the Bisto adverts from when I was a child and I think that’s the way it should be!  

2) To reduce screen time for all of our family! I recently read an article about ‘the toxic 

childhood’, in which increased levels of screen time on iPads, computers and TV is leading to 

poor social skills, poor wellbeing and increased health problems. A balance of play and toys is 

much more beneficial to children and I value the time with them.  

 

Unfortunately our application to open a Free Secondary School was rejected by the Department of 

Education. Whilst this news is extremely disappointing I know that the Governors will be working 

hard to formulate another cunning plan so that we can continue to educate the children of our 

community beyond the age of 11 and into their secondary years. I will continue to keep you 

informed of any developments 

 

As another term opens all the preparations for the new IPC topics the children will be covering 

have been confirmed. Therefore, every year group would like to invite you to work with your child 

either in an Entry Point or Exit Point in term three. 

The dates are as follows: 

Year One ‘Time Travellers’ Entry Point - Monday 16th January at 2.15. 

Year Two ‘We are What We Eat’ Exit point - Friday 10th February at 2.15 pm.  

Year Three ‘Saving the World’ Entry Point - Wednesday 4th January at 2.15 pm. 

Year Four ‘Temples, Tombs and Treasures’ Exit Point - Tuesday 7th February at 2.15 pm.  
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Year Five ‘Space Explorers’ Entry Point - Thursday 5th January at 2.00 pm. 

Year Six ‘History AD900’ Exit Point - Friday 3rd February 2.15 pm. 

Year 6 started this term with a blast from the past, travelling back in time 

to the Viking era; they made an artefact, wore clothes from the period and 

had the opportunity to sample foods eaten at this time. There was a 

wonderful atmosphere as the children experienced what life was like as a 

Viking and tasted unknown foods; with some very mixed reviews of the 

delicacies sampled!  

An exciting start to our journey! The learning from this workshop will be 

used as a comparison throughout this unit; to draw similarities and differences between the three 

cultures they will be studying (the Mayans, the kingdom of Benin and the Islamic empire). 

 

The weather can be a major factor at this time of year and so it is a pertinent time to offer a 

reminder, should we be hit by problems caused by the winter weather. The main message is that we 

will stay open as long as we have heating in the school. Newington staff have been terrific in 

the past in making it into school so that we can remain open, and I am sure that this will continue 

to be the case. If, however, we are forced to shut, then the main means of communication will be 

through our texting service, it is therefore essential that we have your most up to date mobile 

phone numbers. We will also inform Heart FM and KMFM who provide regular updates about school 

closures. 

In the case of snow in the mornings, the children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 should go directly into the 

Dining Hall; children in Nursery, Reception and years 1 and 2 should go across the playground to 

their classrooms, the use of the main entrance should be limited to emergencies only! Please 

note that teachers will not be available to receive children until 8.40am at the earliest, if you 

arrive earlier than this the entrances to the school will be closed as we will not have the staff to 

be responsible for your children. Your assistance in this matter will be greatly appreciated. 

 

This term in International Mindedness our focus is “Valuing similarities and 

differences.” All people have the same basic needs of shelter, food and caring 

for others. There are differences in people from their appearance, to where 

they live, the food they eat, their interests and their lifestyles to their beliefs 

and cultures. These differences are what make people and life 

so interesting. In school we will be referring to British values 

and the tolerance of others and their beliefs during assemblies and class lessons 

and discussions. We need to appreciate what other people do and believe.                                      

Mrs Hessey and Mrs Clements  

  

Newington PE 

Here is a small reminder for PE days.  Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school so that 

they can fully access the lesson, and progress in their learning. A healthy body will lead to a 

healthy mind! 

Many thanks 

Monday – Year 4 

Tuesday – Great Bears/Andromeda and Year 6 

Wednesday – Year 1 and Year 5   

Thursday – Supernova/Capricorn and Year 2 

Friday – Reception and Year 3 


