
#BIGNewingTEN: West End Musical  

The time has finally arrived for us to begin preparations for one of our #BIGNewingTEN events: our Term 5, annual trip 

to London to watch a West End musical. All the children and adults have been waiting in eager anticipation for what will 

truly be an amazing, life time experience. This year, the children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be taking a trip to 

the Lyceum Theatre to watch The Lion King, whilst Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be visiting the Apollo Victoria Theatre to 

watch Wicked. All learning taking place throughout term 5 will centre around the key themes explored within the shows 

and will culminate in an end of term performance. This term, you will receive a letter outlining details for each of the 

trips, including dates and expectations. Once you have received your letter, if you have any questions, please see your 

child’s class teacher or Mrs Andrews. Keep your eyes peeled for further details of the other events happening during 

Term 5, which will follow in a later newsletter. 

Reception Explorers 

On Thursday 18th January Reception had a tremen-

dous amount of fun being real life explorers! 

Our first mission began with a special letter from ex-

plorer Steve who had real life footage of a diplodocus 

invading each of our classrooms as well as the main 

hall! Our mission was to locate the friendly dinosaur 

and help him get home. We were successful! After-

wards, we had lots of fun continuing our hunt at the copse. 

We were also wonderful investigators and made predictions for our volcano experi-

ment, adding vinegar, bicarbonate soda and red paint for lava! 

Newington Sport  

Cross-country on Saturday 24th February 2018 

Next term sees the second Cross Country Run of the school year taking place at Quex Park. This is a fantastic 

opportunity for pupils to take part in a competitive running event involving all the Primary Schools in Than-

et.  Cross Country is open to all year 3 to year 6 pupils as shown below.  

 

Also, to encourage participation the school will pay for your child's entry. If your child is interested in com-

peting please can you com- plete the letter sent home on Monday 

and return it to the office by Friday 2nd February. Letters are also 

available from the office.   

10:00 Year 3 Girls 1km 10:20 Year 3 Boys 1km 

10:40 Year 4 Girls 1km 11:00 Year 4 Boys 1km 

11:20 Year 5 Girls 1.5km 11:40 Year 5 Boys 1.5km 

12:00 Year 6 Girls 1.5km 12:20 Year 6 Boys 1.5km 

During Maths Week this week the children of Newing-

ton have had an extra special Science challenge of 

which class can grow the tallest cress. The children 

have used their scientific knowledge to make sure they 

are growing their cress in the 

best conditions, they will then 

observe their cress growing over 

the week and use their mathe-

matical skills to show how much 

their cress has grown! This way 

the children will experience and 

exciting link between Maths and 

Science whilst also developing their green fingers! 

To mark the beginning of their learning about Ancient 

Egypt year 4 enjoyed an interactive workshop led by our 

very own Egyptologist! Every child had the opportunity 

to take part and become an Egyptian for the morning, 

transforming into 

slaves, high priests, 

pharaohs, army gener-

als and even mum-

mies! The children 

learned about how life 

was different for the Egyptians, as well as learning about 

some famous pharaohs and gods.  

Year 1's Time Travelling Mission. 

Year 1  went on a fabulous trip to Dover Museum, travelling back in time to discover what happened during the Great 

Fire of London. They investigated artefacts, maps and pictures and even used their noses to discover what was hidden 

in the time capsules. They enjoyed re-enacted how they put the fire out at the Pudding Lane bakery and made clay 

models of the houses on fire. What a fantastic start to their time travelling mission! 

As part of their technology lessons the children have also designed Tudor houses and have 

had a wonderful time with their parents turning old cereal boxes 

into Tudor houses ready for the Great Fire experience. Lots of fun 

was had by everyone and we are all looking forward to our Great 

Fire of Newington. Keep an eye out for the video on our Facebook 

page. 
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Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

Grit: Raindrops and Salad Dressing 

During singing assembly and music lessons, pupils have been learning songs that explore the term’s core value of 

‘Grit’. One of the pupil’s favourites is ‘Raindrops Keep Falling On My head’, an Oscar winning song written by Burt 

Bacharach and Hal David for the film ‘Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid’ ( 1969). The lyrics explore the need to 

maintain a sunny disposition during challenging times and the pupils love the legendary film sequence that accompa-

nies the song. During this sequence, Paul Newman (Butch Cassidy) performs a whole range of bicycle tricks in order to 

impress his female companion Katherine Ross (Etta Place). What is less known is the fact that Paul Newman per-

formed all but one of the bicycle stunts himself, after the stuntman became ill and was unable to remain upright.  It 

was Paul Newman’s grit and determination that saved a day’s filming and created one of Hollywood’s most famous 

musical sequences. 

 Newman showed great ‘Grit’ in other aspects of his life and perhaps his greatest legacy (apart from a body of work 

that included ‘Cool Hand Luke’, ‘The Hustler’, ‘’Hud’ and ‘The 

Sting’) was his charity fund-raising. In 1982, Newman released a 

salad dressing and donated all of the profits to a wide-range of 

charities including the setting up of holiday camps for ill and de-

prived children. His ‘Newman’s Own’ salad dressing range has 

raised over five-hundred million dollars for charitable causes 

worldwide. An actor of true grit, an inspiration and a Newington 

winner through and through. 

Raindrops Keep Falling On My Head 

Raindrops are falling on my head 

And just like the guy whose feet are too big for his bed 

Nothing seems to fit 

Those raindrops are falling on my head, they keep falling 

So I just did me some talking to the sun 

And I said I didn't like the way he got things done 

Sleeping on the job 

Those raindrops are falling on my head, they keep fallin' 

But there's one thing I know 

The blues they send to meet me 

Won't defeat me 

It won't be long 'till happiness steps up to greet me 

Raindrops kee falling on my head 

But that doesn't mean my eyes will soon be turning red 

Crying's not for me 

'Cause, I'm never gonna stop the rain by complaining 

Because I'm free 

Nothing's worrying me, nothings worrying me. 

Nothing's worrying me. 

Dear Parents, 

Any community is built on the commitment of the members to the success of the community. We thrive as a school be-

cause children, parents and staff are determined to make is a success for the children. However, some people are in it 

for the long game and this week we celebrated a number of people who have  given long periods of their lives to the 

school. Mrs Sellwood has worked at the school for the past 30 years, Ms Peters, a TA, Mrs Mendez, one of our kitchen 

staff, and Mrs Norton a MDMS, have all worked here for the past 25 years. I am sure that you would like to join me in 

thanking them for their longevity and their service to the school. Well done Ladies we are all very proud of you. 

This week has been a fabulous celebration of ‘all things Mathematical. I hope that you have encouraged the children’s 

enthusiasm for number, space and shape and that you have been asking them exactly what they have done each day. 

This is one part of our many efforts to involve you, as parents, in your child’s education. However, I apologise for the 

short notice given on this occasion, we endeavour to provide you with lots of notice so that you are able to join your 

children in class, this time we fell some way short of our usual high standards. 

On Thursday 8th February, 3.30-4.30pm in the main hall, the maths team at Newington are hosting a Disney themed 

games night for children and parents. The children have been asked to dress up as their favourite Disney character and 

come and share some board games and puzzles with their families in the main hall. Children are allowed to bring any 

costumes into school with them to change into at the end of the day.  We are looking forward to seeing you all there! 

The Year of Reading 

The exciting reading journey was kicked off by a very successful library launch where 

teachers, friends and families shared books with passion and excitement. Reading is a 

life skill and the children are given opportunities 

every day in class to develop their reading skills 

but it is also important they are given opportuni-

ties to read for enjoyment.  We want children to 

love reading and for this we all need to share our own passion. Giving the chil-

dren chance to read in different environments such as school and home will in-

spire their imagination and teach them to dream big. We all need to read to suc-

ceed!  

Every day in Nursery we have explored a story and linked it to all the different areas of our learning. We've read about 

dinosaurs, robots, witches and even heard all about why Mr Bump is called just that. To continue nurturing this growing 

love of stories, we decided to take a little trip to our very own, revamped library. What fun we had... the children were 

excited by all the 'new and shiny books' and we sat in small groups listening to different tales. Some children kicked 

backed and relaxed, others eagerly acted out their story and some pupils even read to others. Sadly the visit was over 

too soon however we will be back in the very near future as we just love to read! 

Change of PE Days 

Due to swimming changes for Term 3 and 4 there are the following changes to PE days.  Please ensure your child has 

their full kit in school. Many thanks 

Monday PM – Year 4    Tuesday AM – Great Bears and Capricorn 

Tuesday PM – Year 6    Wednesday PM –Year 5 (Libra and Pluto Swimming 10/1/18 – 24/1/18) 

Thursday AM – Andromeda and Supernova Thursday PM – Year 2 

Friday AM – Reception    Friday PM – Year 1 and Year 3 
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