
你好 你好 Nǐ hǎo! Hello!  

Our language of the term is Mandarin which is the official language in China. The children have been learning 

the greetings in Mandarin and discovering Chinese culture. It is a fantastic opportunity for the children to find 

out how other people live and get excited about different customs. The 

children have also learnt about Chinese New Year which happened on 

the 16th February. This year is the year of the dog, the animal that helps 

fight off evil spirits and brings wealth. On Friday 9th March we will be 

having a Cuisine day and the children will be tasting traditional Chinese 

food. Encourage your children to be versatile and try new foods!  

I would like to take this opportunity to say a fond farewell to the staff, pupils and parents of Newington 

Community Primary School. When I started teaching here as an NQT, around eleven years ago, I had no idea 

how much this school would mean to me all these years on. The pupils I have encountered have each in 

turn taught me something about myself and every child I’ve taught in my time at the school has helped me 

to become a better teacher in one way or another. To the pupils at NCPS: you are wonderfully inspiring. I 

am so proud to see how you work with passion and perseverance towards your dreams and drive towards 

success in true Newington style; I know you will continue to be Newington Winners in all you do and I will 

keep an eye on the newspapers to see the amazing things you all get up to! My time at NCPS is something I 

will always treasure and, as I move on to my next chapter, I will always be proud to have been part of 

Newington’s journey.   Mrs Beech 

We are now getting close to our year 6 children taking 

their SATs - these are the end of key stage 2 tests. This 

Data is used by secondary schools to set children and 

provides their target GCSE grades. To make sure that 

each child feels prepared and able to achieve their     

potential we are giving them some familiarisation with 

the papers and some additional Maths and Literacy   

lessons. It is natural that children will experience some 

anxiety as the SATs approach but we are keen to       

minimise any undue pressure. We have placed a big  

emphasis on the wellbeing of the children at this time - 

the children will be able to take part in mindfulness   

activities, enjoy an afternoon break outside and some 

will get a buddy ( an adult in the school) who will read 

with them and talk about any worries they may have. 

We have been using some excellent guidance, 'Year 6 

Wellbeing: An        Emotionally Healthy Approach to 

SATs' to help us make sure your child thrives at this 

time. Here is the link should you 

wish to access the document  

https://thirdspacelearning.com/

resource-year-6-ks2-sats-

wellbeing/  

Thank you for your continuing   

support,  Mrs Kennedy 

Kindness challenge 

At Newington, we are all too aware that we should show kindness to others. Kindness runs through all of 

our core values and it's #thenewingtonway, but how often do 

we show kindness to ourselves? 

Next term, the children will be set a kindness challenge; 15 

different activities to carry out, which will encourage them to 

show kindness to others but also take some time out to do 

something just for themselves. Research shows that taking 

some 'me time' makes us happier and healthier - improving our 

mental health. Do something kind for yourself today; listen to 

your favourite song, say hello to a friend, read a book, or just sit back and do nothing for 5 minutes! Notice 

how great you feel after! 

‘Twit or Miss’ is a fantastically fun game for all ages and I felt really tied in with our World Book Day last 
week! In Twit or Miss, two of Roald Dahl's most disgustingly memorable characters have made the journey 
from book shop to app store for the very first time - but Mr Twit's eating habits are just as horrible as ever, 
and Mrs Twit is still a grumpy old hag...  

 

To download the app:  
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Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

It's the best of all...it's the Zest of all. 
This term we are celebrating the core value Zest with a wide range of songs that promote a 
positive and Zesty lifestyle. 
Mrs Beech and Mr Eldred's Newington 'Zest' song is very popular with the pupils and staff and 
many of our children have requested the lyrics so that they can practise at home.  
You can find the Zest song and lyrics on our YouTube channel to accompany your Zestful per-

formances. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs4w3Pj_eUIQH5as7UyOKGA?
view_as=subscriber 

The morning school run doesn't always have to be a mad dash. Follow our tips for getting your child through the 

school gates on time, fed, clean and with all the right kit.  

1. Lay out school clothes the night before. Set out your child's clothes next to their bed, including pants and socks. 

You'll have an early warning that stocks of clean underwear are running low if you organise clothes in the evening.  

2. Keep shoes in one place. Avoid tearing round the house, turning out wardrobes, peering under beds and behind 

sofas in search of your child's shoes. Find a spot where shoes always live, perhaps next to the front door. Get your 

child into the habit of putting his shoes there every time he takes them off. If you do only one thing to prepare ahead, 

make it this.  

3. Make time for cuddles. On rushed mornings, it's easy to skip the hugs and kisses. A few cuddles in the midst of the 

morning chaos will remind you all about what matters most in life! 

Emma—Attendance Officer 

On Wednesday 21st February, 6 pupils from Year 2 were selected to represent the school at 

the annual Yr2 Gymnastics event that takes place at Callis Grange Infant School.  The pupils 

had the opportunity to experience different elements of gymnastics using equipment and sup-

port from Thanet Gymnastics Club.  This experience included the Bars, Beam, Backwards rolls, 

Flight (using a Spring board and Trampette) and Handstands.  Our pupils thoroughly enjoyed 

this opportunity and worked tirelessly to improve in each area.  Well done to Sofia, Ellie-May, 

Evan, Zyrell, Robyn and Joe.     

Yr 3/4 Quicksticks Hockey 

It may have been a cold afternoon at Chatham House on Friday 23rd February, but that 

did not damper our spirits and zest.  The team worked incredibly hard together to com-

pete in the Kent School Games Qualifier for Year 3/4 Quicksticks Tournament.  After 5 

games against different schools our team made 5th place against 12 other teams making 

the day a success for the following 6 pupils from Year 3 and 4.  Well done to Bailey, Lara, 

Archie, Robert, Lola and Mollie. 

Cross Country  

On Saturday 24th February, we witnessed the largest amount of pupils from Newington take part in the 

Cross Country event at Quex Park.  They overcome nerves and the cold to participate in one of the largest 

events in Thanet. Our pupils demonstrated their ‘Newington Winner’ mentality from the moment they lined 

up with big grins on their faces to the moment they passed the finish line. We couldn’t be more proud of 

our pupils for their specatacular efforts.  Special mentions to those pupils who made the top 20 in their cat-

egories: Alena Ridley, Haniell Ong, Ella Cameron, and Lily-Ann Showers. Congratulations to all those who 

took part and we cant wait to see you all run again next year! 

45% of all adults feel lonely at times… 
 

A statistic that I am sure we can all relate to, whether it is directly         
impacted on us or someone close to us, loneliness can change the way 

we think, feel and interact with the world.  
What is the best cure for loneliness...other people! 

The are many great things about Newington but sitting near the top of 
that list must be the community relationships that are developed here. 
It has always been one of the highlights of my job to be able to stand on 

the gate each day and chat with the adults bringing the children into 
school, it starts my day on a positive note and can lift even the bluest of 

Monday feelings.  
 

Newington Natter is taking place on Saturday 10th March at 10:30am in the Main Hall.  
This term a special group of Year 6 children have been handing “Care Packages” in the community that contain 

all you need to share a cuppa with a neighbour and have a good Natter. Talking is good for the heart and 
mind, sharing a chat with a neighbour or someone close to you can help your mental health, develop positive 

thoughts and even help illness! So we are bringing Natter to Newington!  
 

The Newington Natters event on Saturday will be a chance to chat with friends and maybe make some new 
ones, free tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits are provided as well as games and activities for the little ones.  

 

As a boy growing up in Newington, the best memories I have are of ’knocking’ for friends and spending the 
day exploring and playing outside whilst our parents sat and talked. There was sense of community, safety and 
you never felt alone. Newington Natters, starting this Saturday and across the year will provide opportunities 

to bring back that sense of togetherness and just taking the time to be there for each other.  
 

Join us on Saturday to be part of the positive change in our community, remember… 
 

Newington Natters because Newington Matters 
 

Mr Beech  
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