
Easter Week  

The week beginning 27th March is our ‘Easter Week’ and we have a variety of Easter activities taking place across the 

school.  

Easter Bonnet Parade: Every class will have an Easter bonnet parade. If your child would like to 

join in, they will need their bonnets in school for the parade taking place on Monday 27th March. 

There are chocolate prizes up for grabs for those who take part!  

Easter Gardens: Children are invited to make an ‘Easter Garden’ and bring their creation into school on Wednesday 29th 

March. Gardens will be displayed in the main foyer for all to see! If you have any questions regarding any of our Easter 

events then please contact the Office or speak with your child’s class teacher. 

Miss Appleby 

Red Nose Day 

We will be celebrating ‘Red Nose Day’ on Friday 24th March. We would like the children, if they wish, to come in dressed 

in red and rocking a funny hairstyle for a 50p donation. The School Council is organising events for the day, so children 

are invited to bring in some small change too.  

The time is nearly upon us to embark upon our annual trip to London. All the children and adults here at Newington have been 

waiting in eager anticipation for what will truly be a magnificent, life time experience, which will form the foundation of all  

learning taking place throughout next term. This year, all the children from Reception through to Year 6 will be taking a trip to the 

Prince Edward Theatre to watch the spectacular, West End performance of Aladdin. 

Dates: 

Thursday 20th April—Years 2, 4 and 6 

Thursday 27th April—Reception and Year 1 

Thursday 4th May—Year 3 and Year 5 

You should have already received a letter outlining the details of the trip, including expectations and requirements. If you haven’t 

already returned your permission slip or money to the office, can you please do so by Friday 24th March. An additional letter will 

be going out next week, outlining details for each of the three days. Keep your eyes peeled for further details of the other events 

happening during Term 5, which will follow in a later newsletter next term. If you have any questions, please speak to Mrs Bailey 

in the school office or Mrs Andrews. 

Year 5/6 Rugby Festival 

On Friday 10th March, our Year 5/6 Rugby team set off to improve their skills and 

communication at a Rugby festival organised by Dame Janet Academy.  This festival 

was a non-scoring event to give the teams an opportunity to play competitively 

while working on their teamwork ahead of the big Saturday events coming up in 

term 5.  We are incredibly proud of all the team and look forward to seeing them 

progress further in future festivals and competitions.  Well done to Owen, Beatrise, 

Oliver, Zak, Harry, Maddie, George and Bailey. 

Easter Reading Challenge 

The Easter break has arrived so quickly and with it comes our eggciting Easter Reading Challenge. It is so      

important for the children to maintain their learning during the breaks and the reading challenge is the       

perfect way to keep their literacy skills in tiptop condition. It has been fantastic to see the number of returned 

challenges increasing and I am expecting no less on this occasion. This of course wouldn’t be possible without 

your encouragement and support – thank you. As usual there are badges for every returned challenge and 

Easter prizes for eggceptional entries. Have a fabulous break full of chocolate and books.  

Nursery News 

In Nursery we love learning about the world around us and this term we have been learning 

about dinosaurs and volcanoes. We all worked together to build our own exploding volcano 

and all watched as it erupted with lava, we then pretended to be palaeontologists and used 

our fossil brushes to hunt for dino bones. We challenged ourselves to free the baby dinosaurs 

from their frozen dinosaur eggs and have even grown some plants for the herbivore dinosaurs 

to eat. Next week we are all going to be explorers and go on a dino hunt to the woods and hopefully we will find some 

roaring dinosaurs, let’s hope they don’t eat us! 

We have two Nursery sessions, for those children who are who are 3 before August 31st. We have places for the 

September intake for both the morning and the afternoon sessions. Please contact the Office who will be able to 

arrange for you to visit our wonderful Nursery, should you be interested  

Newington Choir at the Festival of Song 

The school’s choir were in fine voice once more at last nights Festival of Song.  

The annual event takes place at Margate’s Winter Gardens and it celebrates the joy of  Thanet’s finest 

school choristers.  

Our pupils have been working hard during lunchtimes and after school to learn all of the songs.   

This was an ambitious task as due to Mr Eldred’s injury, they only had two weeks to prepare for the 

big night.  

As always our choir rose to the occasion, perfected their parts during the all day rehearsal and delivered popular songs such as 

Bruno Marr’s ‘Count On Me’ and Clean Bandits ‘Rather Be’ with the upmost gusto.  

Our pupils opened the night with a spoken introduction to the song ‘Walking on Sunshine’ and captured the audience’s attention 

from the start.  

They were Newington Winners through and through and we cannot wait to take part once again next year. 
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Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

Dear Parents, 

As I am sure you are aware, we have been visited this week by a team of OFSTED In-

spectors. They generally visit every three years, but in our case it has been nearly five 

years. The visit is generally viewed, within the teaching profession, with fear and 

dread, however we viewed it as our chance to shine and show the team what a     

fabulous job we do for the children of our community. The outcome of the Inspection 

will be announced through a published report; this will be available some time after 

the Easter break, I will ensure that every family receives a copy, you will also be able 

to view it on our website and on our Facebook page. 

Whilst I am not at liberty to reveal the outcome, I can tell you that every child in the 

school was a credit to their family and to the school. Their exemplary behaviour was 

simply wondrous to behold and I was as proud as it is possible to be. The children 

spoke with a real enthusiasm for their learning and they obviously know about what 

they need to do in order to make progress in their learning. They also showed a real love for their school, knew what the 

Newington Way is and what it takes to be a Newington Winner. Well done to you all! 

Unfortunately, due to the invasion of the OFSTED team, we were unable to go ahead with the Newington University 

week. This fabulous event, which enables children to look into the future with regards to their career aspirations, will be 

re-arranged in term 6.  

Staff Changes 

Unfortunately from time to time it is necessary to have to make changes to class teachers throughout the year, despite 

our best efforts to avoid it. When it does occur we ensure that there is continuity for the children and that we have ex-

perienced teachers ready to take over the class 

Would parents of children in Moonbeams Class please note that the children will be taught by Mrs Goode next week as 

Miss Daly is going to be teaching at St Mildred’s Infants in Broadstairs as part of her on-going professional development, 

She will be returning after the Easter break 

During terms 5 and 6 Libra Class will be taught by Mrs Jarman, due to the fact that Miss Bedwell is leaving us. We wish 

Miss Bedwell every success in her future career. Mrs Joy is also leaving at the end of term and we also wish her every 

success. 

Spot the error on the certificate! 

Year 6 Prom 

With the excitement of summer, comes the very prestigious occasion of the year 6 prom. In order for you to organise any transport 

or outfits we are now in a position to release the date of the 17th July. The children will graduate in the morning and then return to 

school in the evening for their celebration prom. More details will be sent closer to the time but if you have any questions please do 

not hesitate to speak to me. Mrs Kennedy :) 

Year 6 SATs Easter Packs 

Your child will be bringing home a pack of SATs practice papers to complete over the Easter break. This holiday is an extended    

period of time where, without continued learning, the children's learning may dip. Please encourage and help your child to        

complete the papers as it will give them a better chance of retaining all the strategies they have been working so hard on. Below is 

a reminder of some ways to ensure your child does their very best during this important time. 

SATs, or Standard Assessment Tests, are the, name for National Curriculum Tests.  These are statutory end of key stage tests which 

are taken in year 2 and 6, in the core subjects of the National Curriculum; English and Mathematics. Children in year 6 will also sit 

an English Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar test. 

How can you help your child prepare for these tests, so that they are ready and as relaxed as possible? 

 The biggest single influence on your child’s SAT marks will be their reading ability.  Good readers can read questions quickly, 

and understand what they need to do, 

 At home encourage your child to read for 20 minutes each day both stories and non-fiction and ask them questions about what 

they have read, 

 Practise times tables and related division facts as well as spellings, which is part of their weekly home learning, 

 Make full use of Lumio to practise maths concepts and skills taught in school, 

 Find opportunities for your child to use numbers in everyday situations – including telling the time, dealing with money and 

measuring and weighing, 

 Encourage your child to follow up interests and discuss them with you, 

 Help your child be ready to learn by keeping an early and regular bedtime routine. 

 

If you want to familiarise your child with the format of the tests, practice papers can be found at www.sats-papers.co.uk 

Below are some additional websites which practice key skills in a fun and interactive way. 

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 

www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/revision/index.html (general revision) 

www.cgpbooks.co.uk/online_rev/ks2choice.asp (interactive revision activities) 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/ ( literacy, Maths) 

Easter Maths Challenge 

Over Easter we will be sending out our eggcellent maths challenge. We are so eggcited to see how many children are going to be 

Newington Winners and complete the challenge. To be in with a chance of a winning badge you will need to complete the challenge 

and return it to your class teacher by the first Friday back, prizes will be awarded to the children who go the eggstra mile. We hope 

you have an eggstravagant Easter break and get cracking with the challenge! 

What’s On over the Easter Break! 

1st April – 25th October - Seal and Wildlife watching trips at Sea Searcher Boat Trips.  £20 per head 1.5 hours.  Kiosk Pier Yard, Rams-

gate Harbour Tel@ 07837 562076 

2nd April – Craft and Gift Fair at Broadstairs Pavillion, Harbour Street, Broadstairs 10-4pm.  Free admission. Tel: 861451. 

2nd April - Easy Sunday.  No worries/wrap and weave at the Turner Contemporary.  £3.50 per child. Free for adults.  1-4pm Tel: 

233000 

3rd – 7th April – Childrens Courses 5-9 years at Silverland Studios with Christine Henn.  5 children each day.  10-12pm or 2-4pm.  £60 

for 2 hours a day.  Silverland Studios, Military Road, Ramsgate.  Tel: 589275. 

4th – 7th April & 11th – 14th April – Grow Your Own Mystery at Quex Park.  Decorate your own plant pot, sow your mystery seed and 

see what mysterious quex goody grows!  7+ years 11.30-12.30pm & 1.30-3pm.  Adults £8.95 and Children £6.50 includes admission 

to Museum and Gardens. 

4th April – Scavenger and Great Eggcase Hunt.  Looking for shark eggcases and help create a marine masterpiece on the beach.  Ag-

es 4-11 years.  Donation £1 per person.  Margate Main Sands. 

http://www.sats-papers.co.uk/
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http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/online_rev/ks2choice.asp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/

