
Welcome to Newington Restaurant! 

Our restaurant has now been open for one year and I am so proud 

of the work of all of the kitchen staff. In the last year they have 

served approximately 95500 meals, a huge achievement in terms 

of the logistics, in making sure we have all the necessary supplies; 

as well as ensuring that the quality of the food is  acceptable day 

in, day out. I can wholeheartedly say that they achieve               

magnificently on both accounts. Ann and her team do a fabulous 

job to ensure that the children are fed and watered and are ready 

for the afternoon’s learning after enjoying a delicious and healthy 

lunchtime meal. Your part is to support us in making sure that  

every child is able to eat with a knife and fork and understands the etiquette and routines of a restaurant experience.  

“The hardest job children face today is learning good manners without seeing any” Fred Astaire. 

A quote still very much appropriate, we are working hard to ensure all of our lunchtime staff model the right manners 

and etiquette in the Newington Restaurant, as we expect the children to use them.  

This is where you come in!! Please practice at home and explain to the children the importance of good manners and 

eating etiquette e.g. Using a knife and fork correctly, not speaking with a full mouth, using please and thank you etc.  

We want our children to have the skills needed f or all aspects of life and working together is the key! 

With Internet Safety day on the 7th February children will be looking at a number of issues related to being safe online.       

However, as with anything else we endeavour to continue throughout the year to look at how you can also support them at 

home. So please find some tips to discuss with your children at home.  

E Safety Tips for Parents 

The internet is an amazing resource which enables children to connect, communicate and be creative in a number of ways. 

However, the internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date with your children’s use of technology can be a 

challenge. 

To help make sure your children know how to stay safe online discuss the following ‘SMART’ tips with them. 

Safe: Keep safe by being careful not to give out personal information when chatting or 

posting online. Personal information includes your email address, phone number and 

password. 

Meet: Meeting someone you have only been in touch with online can be dangerous. Only 

do so with your parents’ or carers’ permission and even then only when they are present. 

Remember online friends are still strangers even if you have been talking to them a long 

time. 

Accepting: Accepting email, messages or opening files, images or texts from people you 

don’t know or trust can lead to problems-they may contain viruses or nasty messages! 

Reliable: Someone online might lie about who they are and information may not be true. Always check information by looking 

at other websites, in books or with someone who knows. If you like chatting online it’s best to only chat to your real world 

friends and family. 

Tell: Tell parents, carers or a trusted adult if someone, or something, makes you feel uncomfortable or worried, or tell if you or 

someone you know is being bullied online.  

Be ‘SMART’  

For further advice and resources: www.childnet.com, www.saferinternet.org.uk 

Miss Goode   

Year 5 visited Space Mission Control at NCPS for a day; where they were given the chance 

to taste the food of true astronauts (including some not very tasty peaches) plus          

construct and race their very own working space buggy. The children truly encompassed 

this term’s Core Value of ‘Grit’, when they were challenged to make their own rocket 

propel; using only card, string, a straw, a balloon and sellotape! The day ended with some 

spectacular art work, created with a black canvas, chalk pastels and a little bit of help 

from their parents/carers. Their learning went to infinity and beyond! 

Well done to everybody who completed their Christmas maths challenges, we received an impressive 218. There were 

so many outstanding pieces of work to choose from.  

In Reception the winner is Honey Rangeley from Stardust, the KS1 winner is Jack 

Dackombe from Great Bears for going the extra mile and challenging himself and Keaton 

Reeves in Pluto is the KS2 winner.   

We also want to say a big well done to Moonbeams class for returning the most            

challenges. We are yet to beat our target of 300 challenges and hope to become    

Newington winners and reach this target for the valentines challenge. 

ATTENDANCE WEEK 03/01/2017 – 

05/01/2017 

YEARS 1, 2 & 3  

ATTENDANCE TED –      ANDROMEDA 97.8% 

PUNCTUALITY PUP –      CAPRICORN &            

SUPERNOVA – NO LATES 

YEARS 3, 4 & 5  

ATTENDANCE TED – MARS – 98.6% 

PUNCTUALITY PUP – GEMINI – NO LATES 

For our Year 2 Entry Point we looked at the differences between 

fresh and dried herbs before having a go at 

planting our own in our class herb garden! We 

are now observing them grow and making sure 

we look after them correctly. We discussed 

where our food comes from and what makes a 

healthy meal. At home it would be great if you could look at different 

food packets to see where the different ingredients have come from 

in the world, and discuss the healthy and unhealthy foods to eat.  
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Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

SATs, or Standard Assessment Tests, are the name for National Curriculum Tests.  These are statutory end of key stage tests 

which are taken in year 2 and 6, in the core subjects of the National Curriculum; English and Mathematics.      Children in year 6 

will also sit an English Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar test.                                                                                                                 

How can you help your child prepare for these tests, so that they are ready and as relaxed as possible?                                            

The biggest single influence on your child’s SAT marks will be their reading ability.  Good readers can read questions quickly, and 

understand what they need to do,At home encourage your child to read for 20 minutes each day both stories and non-fiction and 

ask them questions about what they have read.                                                                                                                                           

Practise times tables and related division facts as well as spellings, which are part of their 

weekly home learning,                                                                                                                    

Make full use of Lumio to practise maths concepts and skills taught in school,                     

Find opportunities for your child to use numbers in everyday situations – including telling 

the time, dealing with money , measuring and weighing,                                                            

Encourage your child to follow up interests and discuss them with you,                                    

Help your child be ready to learn by keeping an early and regular bedtime routine.                

If you want to familiarise your child with the format of the tests, practice papers can be 

found at www.sats-papers.co.uk 

Below are some additional websites which practice key skills in a fun and interactive way.                                                               

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 

www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/revision/index.html (general revision) 

www.cgpbooks.co.uk/online_rev/ks2choice.asp (interactive revision activities) 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/ (literacy, Maths) 

 

The children in Year One have been time travelling, specifically to 1666 and The Great Fire of London. 
After already visiting the Dover museum the children have learnt lots of fascinating facts including the 
architecture of the time and its effect on the fire spreading. Yesterday afternoon parents and carers were 
invited into the Year One classrooms to make their own Tudor Houses using junk modelling. All of the  
children thoroughly enjoyed themselves as they shared their knowledge about thatch roves, wooden 
beams and the cow poo used to make the houses in real life! If this couldn't get exciting enough we will be 
using these houses to create our own Fire of London on the field on Thursday 18th January- keep an eye 
on Facebook as it will be recorded live! 

Newington Sport    Grit In PE 

It has been a busy start to 2017 and with some spectacular  demonstrations of grit and determination in all our PE lessons.  This 

term we are studying Gymnastics and Fitness in Year 1 to Year 6 and they are being put through their paces.  Here at Newington 

we encourage our    pupils to step out of their comfort zone to experience some challenging and exciting new activities.   Here is 

an example of the sheer determination from Year 1 within their PE lesson to create sequences using some of their most challeng-

ing balances previously learnt.   

Upcoming events 

Friday 20th January 2017 - Year 5/6 Table Tennis Tournament 

Friday 27th January 2017 – Year 5/6 Handball Festival 

Dear Parents, 

I hope that you have kept to your New Year’s Resolution and have continued to support and encourage your children in 

keeping to theirs. If you do not know what it is, then now is the time to ask them and then check up to ensure they are 

trying as hard as they can to achieve it. A common theme of the newsletters is that Parental involvement in children’s 

education from an early age has a significant effect on educational achievement, and continues to do so into adoles-

cence and adulthood. Family learning can also provide a range of benefits for parents and children including                 

improvements in reading, writing and numeracy as well as greater parental confidence in helping their child at home. 

The attitudes and aspirations of parents and of children themselves predict later educational  achievement. International 

evidence suggests that parents with high aspirations are also more involved in their children’s education. 

The more you invest in your  child’s learning will undoubtedly lead to them being better learners and will mean they 

achieve more as a result. This will give them a better opportunity to be more successful in later life, no pressure on you 

then! But how can you do that, as well as leading a hectic life with work, taxiing children and making sure they are fed 

and watered? My advice would be threefold: 

 To read with them every day, you don’t need to teach them, that is our job; just enjoy the closeness of sharing 

special time together. This should be the case, whether they are 3 or 11, snuggle up and share the joy of a story 

together.  

 The next  thing to do is to share the home learning experience with them, find a half an hour a week to go through 

their home learning tasks and make them understand how important learning is to their future, not by telling 

them directly but by valuing it by giving your time to your children, with a smile. 

 Help them to develop the GRIT and determination to succeed. Don’t allow them to give up on a task, encourage 

them to see it through and then reward them for persevering, it is our core value for the term, and so important if 

children are to succeed in life. 

 And thirdly, and most importantly, talk to your children positively about the school day, ask them what they have 

learned, what they know at the end of the day that they didn’t know before, and don’t take no for an answer. 

These questions will show them how much you value their education and our school. 
The time has finally arrived for us to begin our preparations for our annual trip to London in Term 5. All the children and adults 

here at Newington have been waiting in eager anticipation for what will truly be a magnificent, life time experience, which will 

form the foundation of all learning taking place throughout the term. This year, all the children from Reception through to Year 6 

will be taking a trip to the Prince Edward Theatre to watch the spectacular, West End performance of Aladdin. 

This week, children in Years 1 to 6 will receive a letter outlining the details of the trip, including expectations and requirements; 

Reception letters have already been sent out with Phase newsletters.  Once you have received your letter, if you have any       

questions, please see your child’s class teacher or Mrs Andrews. 

Keep your eyes peeled for further details of the other events happening during Term 5, 

which will follow in a later newsletter. 
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