
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newington Community Primary School 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 
 

Valentines’ Maths Challenge 

Well done to everyone who completed their Valentines’ Maths Challenge. We were blown away 

with the number of children who got involved and put in extra effort, it made our job of picking a 

winner extremely difficult. We are very pleased to announce the Reception and Nursery winner is 

Honey Rangeley from Stardust, for yet again going the extra mile with her work. The key Stage 

1 winner is Evan Huelin in Andromeda for his lovely maths book and the Key Stage 2 winner is 

Owen Baxter in Jupiter for his delicious cake baking. 

 

Primary School: The Precious Days!  

Your own primary school days will most likely feel a long time ago! Think back to your fondest 

memories of primary school- your favourite teachers, lessons that stayed with you, the friend-

ships you formed. Your child’s primary school years are such precious times and the years really 

do fly by so fast! What could you do now to take a more active role in your child’s education? 

Studies have shown that when parents are involved in their child’s education, it has a positive im-

pact on a child’s progress. Also, your view of education will impact your child’s view of education. 

Attending school events, working with your child on their home learning and reading, and keeping 

regular contact with their class teacher are all ways to make sure you are part of such a signifi-

cant part of their lives. How else do you take an active role in your child’s learning? To share your 

ideas, you could post an Instagram photo with the #NCPSgettinginvolved to share your photos 

and ideas! If you’d like to be more involved, but need some inspiration please get in touch or have 

a look at this website for ideas. http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/parental_involvement/  

Supporting You Children with RWI 

Following Parents' Evening last night we wanted to share some top tips for supporting your chil-

dren with their reading. 

 Ask your child to read with you every night- it is integral for your children to read as frequently 

as possible. The more your children read the more they will learn. 

 Read a story to your child- Although your child may be able to read independently, allow time to 

read with them. There is no time more magical for children than when they are being read to. 

 Challenge your children with new vocabulary- Use language that your children may not be familiar 

with, challenge them with new words and explain their meaning; your child may surprise you by 

speaking like an academic! 

 Remember to praise your children for reading- Whenever your child is reading PRAISE THEM! 

Show them how important it is to read. As a school we aim to create a love and passion for read-

ing, support us with this whenever you can by showing your child YOUR love for reading! 

 

      
A huge thank you to all the families that joined us for our amazing Harry Potter event.  We had an astounding 300 people come 

and enjoy all things magical and celebrate the first Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone, which was pub-

lished 20 years ago.   

What a fantastic way to start our Book Week! 

       

#newingtonwinners 

Well done to Grace Johnson and Matilda Williamson who both won official replica Harry Potter wands from the Harry Potter Studi-

os.  Congratulations to Lara McGeown who found the most socks that our naughty Dobby hid around the hall and to Taylen Blow-

ers for the best dressed wizard!  They both won fabulous Gryffindor scarves.  We hope you all enjoyed the event as much as we 

did.  Please share your photographs or favourite activity from the event from the night on social media using 

#newingtonwinners #bookweek2017 #ncpslovesharry   

My favourite part of the event was the chocolate frogs. Yum!  What was yours? 

       

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/parental_involvement/
https://www.etsy.com/listing/233468148/harry-potter-thank-you-note-blank-inside


Newington Community Primary School 

Princess Margaret Avenue, Ramsgate, Kent. CT12 6HX 

Tel: (01843) 593412 Fax: (01843) 850323 

Headteacher: Mr. C. Stokes. M.A. B.Ed 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

Dear Parents, 

Well done to all of the parents and carers who turned up to our second Parents’ Consultation meeting last night. 97% 
of the children were represented which is an amazingly high turnout. The fact that you turned up shows that you care 
passionately about your child achieving their potential in life. I would hope that you take on board any tips or advice 
that your child’s teacher offered so that you can make your child even more successful in their future educational lives. 
 
A cloud hovers over the educational horizon however,  the Government are proposing to implement a new formula for 
allocating funds to schools which, they say, will make it fairer across the country; currently London schools receive   
significantly more funding than other schools in other regions of England. As a result of this new way of distributing the 
funds needed to run a school, we are predicted to lose £300000 from our school budget in 2018-19; this is the      
equivalent to losing 9 teachers! As I am sure you are aware, this concerns me greatly and I will be keeping a close eye 
on how the situation develops. If you are as concerned about this as me, perhaps you should consider contacting our 
MP, Mr Craig Mckinlay, to ask him about the proposed changes, and the potential effect it could have on Newington 
Community Primary School. 
You can do this either by emailing your MP directly or by following this 
link http://www.schoolcuts.org.uk/#/email-your-mp 
 
Year 1 are in full bloom with their IPC learning about 'Flowers and     
Insects'. They have been finding out what plants need to grow and have 
set up experiments in their classrooms to observe and record what  
happens over the next few weeks. The children have had a great time 
getting their fingers green by planting a variety of different plants and 
flowers including runner beans, carrots and cress as part of the 'Sow 
and Grow' challenge run by http://www.innocentsowandgrow.com. This 
week’s Star Growers were Kieran Verlander and Lacey Bushell. 
 
Class group photos will be on Wednesday 22nd March so can you 
please make sure that your child/ren have the correct school uniform on 
 
The NCPS Governing Body met on 1st March for their fourth meeting of the year. Mr Mike Lomax was appointed as a 
new associate member.  

The Governors invited Mrs Marisa White from the Local Authority to support the governors in coming to a considered 
decision with regard to a re- submission of the proposal for a secondary Free School. Following her input, and being 
acutely aware of the current issues around secondary places, the governors agreed to try once more. This will involve 
setting up a working party to meet with Local Authority officials, waiting for the publication of the education White Pa-
per in several weeks’ time, which should give us some direction and then writing a successful (hopefully) bid with zest, 
grit and resilience! 

The Governors then heard the Headteacher’s report with further reports on pupil progress by Mrs Andrews. Governors 
were again encouraged by the improved progress the pupils are making due to the high quality of teaching and the 
strong system of personalised interventions that support pupils in danger of falling behind.  

Lesley Gallagher Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Year 4 ‘Materials’ workshop was fan-
tastic! We discovered so much about the 
different    materials in our world and how 
they are grouped. We classified materials 
according to their properties and explored 
a range of natural and man made           
materials.  

Newington Sport 

Quicksticks Tournaments  

In the last fortnight our Year 3/4 Hockey team and Year 6 Hockey team have picked up their sticks 

and headed to Chatham and Clarendon Grammar School to take part in two Quicksticks Hockey 

Tournaments.  Each team took on four different schools from around Thanet and demonstrated 

the zest and grit of Newington Winners, when faced with a new sport and competition. Each   

tournament was a fabulous opportunity for the teams to take the skills they have been learning in 

class and adapt them to inter-school competition.  Battling for every point our pupils did us proud 

with some fantastic goals from William (Yr 4), Tyler (Yr4) and Billy (Yr6). Our pupils have come 

away from these events with a new found urge to excel in sport and motivate others to get      

involved.  Also a massive well done to Lara, Summer, Ruby, Bobby, Beyza, Myah, Ryan, Beatrise 

and Lewis.   

Year 2 Gymnastics Festival 

It was a pleasure to take our Year 2 Gymnastics team to a festival based around the development of gymnastics and the use 

of equipment not normally available in schools.   The team had been working hard to develop a routine 

to demonstrate at the end of the festival but, more excitingly, had the chance to experience other areas 

of Gymnastics.  Throughout the morning our team tackled the Bars, Beams, trampettes /springboards, 

the development of backwards rolls with the use of equipment and handstands.  Each member of the 

team stepped out of their comfort zone to experience completely new gymnastics elements and develop 

their understanding of the sport.  They should all be very proud of themselves as they achieved so much 

in such a short space of time.  Well done to Beatrice, Mya, Thomas, Finlay, Poppy and Sophie. 

Zest - “I’ve got the energy, I’ve got the vitality, I’ve got a lot to learn, opportunities at every turn with Zest.” 

Zest, Z – E – S – T, Zest. 

If you do not recognise this quote then ask your little one! Zest is an essential part of learning at Newington and 
forms the foundation of the enthusiasm and enjoyment the children and staff show on a daily basis. Adults and 
children are the same in the fact that if we do not have enough good quality sleep, being zesty and optimistic is 
an incredibly difficult challenge.  

For those of you who saw the BBC Panorama documentary this week will know that our country has significant 
issues with our children’s sleep and the impact this has on their health and education. The documentary         
highlighted that British children are going to bed later, and sleeping less, and that hospital visits triggered by poor 
sleep have tripled in ten years. Poor sleep is leading to obesity, problems for parents and teachers, and even   
family breakdowns.  

Children’s rocketing use of technology, coupled with lax bedtimes, is creating serious sleep problems for children, 
as a result more and more children are reliant on prescription drugs to go to sleep. The documentary found that a 
lack of quality sleep can affect concentration and behaviour in school and can reduce academic performance by 
up to two years. We recently started the sleep challenge across the school to promote the importance of good 
sleep, but a consistent sleep pattern is essential all year round and will give your child the start to the day they 
deserve. All entries to the sleep challenge should be handed in to the office by 27th March.  

Why not take part yourself!!  How many of us look at our phones in bed, checking the latest posts or likes?!  

If you would like more information or a challenge form please ask Julie Marks or call 01843 593412.  

If you would like to check out the documentary use the following link:-http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b08hymf3 

 

http://www.schoolcuts.org.uk/#/email-your-mp
http://www.innocentsowandgrow.com/

