
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newington Community Primary School 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 
The Newington Community School Governing Body met for the third full governing body meeting on the 18th January. The 
meeting began with a retirement tea party for Mrs Linda Gardner, who has been a stalwart of the governing body for longer than 
anyone including Linda could remember! Parents might just remember her as the Chair of Governors at the Infant school before 
the schools amalgamated.  Our grateful thanks and best wishes go with her. 

The governing body welcomed a new member -Mr Glynn Myers  and the new Clerk, Mrs Sharon Page. 

Three maths leaders, Mrs Reavill, Miss Smith and Mr Broughton gave an excellent presentation on Mastery in Maths and we had 
the privilege of looking through the pupils’ books from each year group. It was agreed that teacher input such as this is a really 
effective means of ensuring that we, as governors, are fully up to speed.  

The Governors were then pleased to hear the Headteacher’s report with further in depth reports from Mr Beech and Mrs An-
drews. Governors were encouraged by the progress the pupils are making due to the high quality of teaching and the strong sys-
tem of personalised interventions that support pupils in danger of falling behind. 

Sadly the application for the new free school was rejected and governors spent some time discussing the next steps. It was 
agreed to explore various options and meet again to make a considered decision.  

The meeting closed with all governors organising dates to visit the school during book week and Newington University week as 
well as to monitor the work outlined on the school development plan. 

Year 3 had a fantastic maths week which started off with a large number of parents exploring Newington maths with their 
children. The fun and learning continued in the afternoon with the children completing maths related to our IPC topic 'Of 
Saving the World.' The children used symmetry to create a butterfly in the Rainforest before using Venn diagrams to gather 
information on different dangerous snakes. Fun was had by all! 
During an IPC lesson year 2 had an exciting and messy afternoon last week finding out about teeth. They observed their 
teeth using mirrors to see what they looked like. They then found out the names of the different types and what their 
functions are. Using plasticine they  made a set of teeth!! All the children were enthusiastic and were fully involved in their 
learning.  

Handball Tournament 

Last week our hand picked Handball team travelled to King Ethelbert’s to participate in a Handball 

Tournament.  It was obvious from the start that this was going to be a tough competition with 

many teams from different schools all fighting for the Trophy.  Like true Newington Winners our 

team of six took to the pitch and demonstrated solid team work and communication.  This al-

lowed them to be confident and comfortable in a game that they have only just started to play.  

Great work Ruby Bolton, Kizzie Haywood, Jaiden Gibb, George Burke, Zak Hammond and Bailey 

Giles.  

Parents’ Evening 

Parents’ evening will be taking place on Tuesday 7th March from 2pm until 7pm, 

which means that the school will close on this day at 2pm. 

If you have a child in Nursery, there will be two afternoons available for you to 

book your appointments: Monday 6th March (from 1pm until 5pm) and Tuesday 7th March (from 2pm until 

6pm). Please note, if you are attending a Nursery appointment on Monday 6th March, your child will finish 

school at the usual school time. 

To book your appointment, please navigate to our school’s website to the ‘Parents’ Evening Bookings’ tab 

from Friday 3rd February, where you will be able to book until Wednesday 1st March. Please note, if you have 

more than one child in school, it is important that you sign up as soon as possible to ensure that your times 

are close together. Parents' Evening is an opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress with the class 

teacher and will also provide you with the opportunity to voice any concerns or questions that you may 

have. If you have any questions regarding our booking system, please ask at the office or alternatively, you 

can speak to Alison or Julie. 
 
 

Maths Week Adds Up To Family Learning  

Parents have been welcomed back to the classroom to explore how their children are progressing in Maths and to find 
out more about the subject at Newington Community Primary School, Ramsgate. 

The annual Maths Week for the whole school from Nursery to 
Year 6, gives parents a chance to sit in and be involved with 
lessons, while special workshops for parents-only offers ad-
vice and encouragement on how they can best help and sup-
port their children’s learning. 

A new innovation at Newington is online streaming via the 
school’s Internet platforms. The workshops are filmed giving 
parents who cannot attend the chance to still be part of the 
learning programme. 

And the school has also designed information presentations 
in Maths that parents can access via a special online app that will answer any basic Maths queries they or their chil-
dren have while they are at home. 

Tom Broughton is one of the Maths Week lead teachers. He said: “The idea is for parents to engage more with Maths 
and find out how to enjoy and support learning of the subject by their children. 

“It is also a great way for adults to break down barriers they may have to the subject from when they are at school – 
Maths is taught in a positive, fun and informative way at Newington.” 

The school is pioneering the Shanghai Maths programme rated as the best in the world. It is described as the most 
effective way of teaching the subject by the Programme for International Student Assessment, given the huge leaps in 
ability demonstrated by pupils in China who are up to three years ahead of comparable children around the globe. 

The key is all about the depth of understanding of the subject that they receive – it is not about ‘doing Maths’ but 
much more about ‘thinking mathematically’. 

Head teacher Cliff Stokes said: “The programme develops a much deeper understanding of skills that will benefit the 
children throughout their lives. It encourages them to question more deeply.” 

Teachers from around the UK have visited Newington to find out more about how effective the Shanghai system is. 

Mr Stokes said: “We pride ourselves on giving our children the very best start in life and we all believe that our Maths 
programme helps them immeasurably in a very important curriculum subject.” 

Table Tennis Tournament  

On Friday 20th January we arrived with our Table Tennis team at St Georges 

Secondary School with a sense of excitement and curiosity as this was the first 

Table Tennis competition we have ever experienced.  The team had been men-

tally and physically prepared for the event during their club with Mr Eteen and 

were ready to show off their skills.  Stepping up to the table to take on some 

challenging opponents our team demonstrated grit and flair in every game.  

Well done Connie Stevens, Jaiden Gibb, Oliver Eteen and Lewis Kurn. 

Cross Country Entries 

The deadline for Cross Country Entries is about to close on Friday 3rd February.  Therefore if 

your child from Year 3-6 wishes to participate please see the office for a letter. 



Newington Community Primary School 

Princess Margaret Avenue, Ramsgate, Kent. CT12 6HX 
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Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

Dear Parents, 

Sleep – What a challenge! 

It’s no big secret that in order to feel alert and ready for the day we all need a good night’s 

sleep, but how does sleep really impact our children? I’m sure you’ve all experienced children 

who haven’t had enough sleep who become grumpy, but a lack of sleep can also impact greatly 

on brain development and ability to learn in school. Scientists believe that sleep allows your 

body to recuperate from the day’s activities, securing things you’ve learnt for the day, organis-

ing key information and strengthening your immune system. Without sleep children can be-

come unfocused, disorganised, easily upset and reluctant. It is suggested that children between 

5 and 11 should have around 10-11 hours of sleep each night. But how do we get our children to get enough sleep? This is a chal-

lenging question with many answers, but we are offering one helpful solution- ‘The NCPS Sleep Challenge’. Next term, your child 

will be set the challenge of planning their bedtime routines and times of sleep. We will provide you with a handy chart to organise 

and monitor bedtimes and you can sign off to agree that your child has completed the challenge by following the bed time routines 

asked. Once the term is over, send in your child’s completed challenge to be in with a chance of winning some amazing sleep 

themed prizes! Setting sleep routines in place for your child will help them to develop good sleeping habits and ultimately, make 

them happier, healthy and ready to face a day of learning! Keep an eye out for the letter and challenge, coming out next term! If 

you require any support or have any queries, please contact Mrs Beech, Alison, Emma or 

Julie.   

Starting this week! 

EVERY Tuesday, in our fabulous new library, our Family Liaison Officers Alison 

and Julie will be available to offer help and support with any queries you have 

surrounding your child’s homework.  As well as advice you will be able to gain 

access to computers, the internet and any books you may need to help you. 

Please feel free to pop along for a chat every Tuesday from 3.15-4.30pm to 

see if we can help you. 

The Library is open every Tuesday and Thursday from 3.15-4.30pm for you to 

borrow from the vast array of books in store.   It is a beautiful learning envi-

ronment please do come and make use of it. 

 

COMING SOON! 

Calling all witches, wizards and muggles! 

To celebrate the 20th anniversary of Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone our 

next family event will be a celebration of all things Harry Potter.  This will kick 

start our Book Week and will be held on Monday 27th February from 4.30-6pm. 

Please contact Alison if you would like to help out at this event! 

Letters will go out shortly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sweet Year 6! 

This week year 6 have been engrossed in writing! Yes, a subject close to every child’s heart 

has inspired some amazing descriptions – sweets, sweets and more sweets. The children 

have been looking at a historical text which tells of a wondrous sweet shop and the treas-

ures within. Their work has been beautiful- which we are sure has been helped by the chil-

dren making their own sweets (coconut ice and caramel creams). Perhaps the delicious re-

wards of powdery bon bons and mint humbugs helped a little too  

“The radiant coloured selection of sweet rainbow treats, lit up the room and tuned the 

dusty, miserable pit into a multi-coloured toffee heaven” – Lily Roach 

“Pastel coloured flying saucers, once shot down, spilling out sherbet fuel to fizz and melt in your mouth” - Keion 

Lawless  

Marvellous Maths 

Years four and five had a marvellous time during maths week. Our pupils showed grit and zest when approaching maths challeng-

es and took every opportunity to extend their knowledge and skills. A special highlight for many classes was when parents, carers 

and family members came to visit and join in with a maths lesson! We were so impressed by the number of people who came 

along to support the children and take the opportunity to explore the wonderful maths 

teaching that happens every day at Newington.  Your support not only means that your child 

feels valued, it has also enhanced your understanding of the current methods we are using 

to develop mathematical thinkers! Thank you for coming along and do keep an eye out for 

additional opportunities to be involved in your child’s education.  

Attendance Matters! 

NCPS is committed to every child receiving an outstanding education so they 

will achieve their full potential.  A child who attends school regularly is likely 

to achieve more than a child who is often absent.  90% attendance may 

sound good however, it is equivalent to having 1 day off every two weeks. 

The Government’s requirement for attendance is 96%, both poor attendance 

& punctuality can have a detrimental effect on a child’s wellbeing as well as 

their learning.  Being frequently absent can make it difficult to maintain 

friendships and your child may become withdrawn.  If you have any concerns 

about your child's attendance affecting them then please arrange to speak with me, I am here to support you and 

your child's education. 

Punctuality also plays a huge part in your child's learning.  Constant lateness means valuable information missed at 

the start of Maths which has a negative impact on learning and the lesson. Being “just” 10 minutes late every day 

is equivalent to 6 ½ learning days missed a year.  Every morning I see familiar faces arriving late at the office 

for reasons such as “heavy traffic”, “we couldn't find my shoes/coat/bag/PE kits”, “we woke up late”.  I can ap-

preciate the difficulty of a busy household, working parents and the unexpected, however, as parents we need to 

teach our children the importance of punctuality so they can apply it to their adult lives, would your employer 

tolerate you being late every day?  Encourage your child to make it part of their evening routine to have their 

shoes, coats, PE kits & book bags ready for the morning.  If you regularly encounter traffic leave 5 minutes earli-

er.  Have a backup plan with friends & family to get your child to school for those mornings we encounter the car 

not starting or an unexpected emergency.  If you are still unable to get your child to school then please contact 

the Office ASAP as we may be able to assist. 

Finally the number of children picked up late at the end of the day is 

increasing. The school day finishes at 3.15pm, it is your responsibility 

to collect your child on time from the playground.  Much the same as 

dropping your child to school you should have a backup plan for col-

lecting them.  If you regularly have difficulty collecting your child on 

time we offer after school clubs or a payable wrap around club, please 

speak with the Office for more information.  If you are going to be unavoidably late then please telephone the 

Office to inform us as soon as possible.  

http://www.redbirdsnest.com/wellness-messages/truckers-get-to-sleep-fast-with-these-tips

