
Newington Community Primary School in Ramsgate is submitting an application to 
open a Free Secondary School, which will be co-located on the current site. The 
location of the Free School is on our current site. We have decided to apply to open 
a new secondary school because there is a need for more secondary places, as well 
as real desire form parents at Newington for their children to stay with us beyond the 
normal leaving age of 11 

The intention is to open a four-form entry school, which will open with a year 7 cohort 
in September 2018. The school would cater for students between the ages of 11 and 
16.   

Summary of Distinctive Features 

• Smaller class sizes with 25 pupils per class (Primary) and 20 (Secondary) 
• Seamless all-through provision promoting continuity and progression 
• Welcoming, safe, secure and stimulating learning environment 
• Emphasis on pupil leadership and high standards of conduct 
• Broad and balanced traditional curriculum with a focus on all elements of 

literacy 
• Reading will be taught through the acclaimed ‘optimal instruction’ approach 
• Personalised learning to develop each pupil’s strengths 
• Expert support provision for pupils at risk of falling behind 
• Wide range of enrichment activities including sporting and cultural events 
• State of the art ICT provision helping the school to meet the needs of all 

learners 
• Parent-friendly approach to the school day and year 
• Confident, outward facing collaborative culture where competition & co-

operation co-exist to produce well-educated young people ready to face 
challenges ahead. 

 
Newington Secondary School will have an ethos and vision which will be delivered 
through the following: 

• The over-arching aim of Newington CP School is ‘Ambition, Achievement, and 
Aspiration’; this will be the driver in every element of school life in the Secondary 
Phase. As a MAT we will offer stability and progression through the co-located 
schools 

• We will develop commitment, independence and courtesy in all of our 
students. We expect the very highest standards and in return we value and respect 
student ideas and opinions. This will be taught through our Core Values. Newington 
will become, in essence, through its MAT status, an all-through school and therefore 
the values of the new Free School will mirror those which are established and 
embedded in the Primary Department. All processes and practices will be continued 
through from year 6 into year 7 and pupils will continue to be taught using the 
Newington Primary model into year 8.  

• In common with the current practice in the Primary School, we will encourage 
staff to be creative, independent and ambitious. We expect them to challenge and 
inspire our students, providing high quality learning experiences that motivate 
students to be the very best they can. High Standards and Academic Rigor will 
underpin our daily work. 



• English Language Specialism.  All our students will develop their reading, 
writing and speaking skills to a high level. Every teacher will be a teacher of Oracy, 
which will be the mainstay of our curriculum; every teacher will be a teacher of 
English. As demonstrated in the previous table, children who leave Newington 
Community Primary School, the main provider for the proposed school, achieve 
above national averages in all literacy measures, at all key stages, however their 
chances of achieving  their potential in either of the local feeder schools in 2015 was 
less than 50%. Our task is not just to get the basics right but ensure that all students 
leave our school with high levels of reading, writing and speaking skills. Our 
curriculum will be based around a rich, inspiring and challenging Literacy curriculum. 

• At Key Stage 3, students will study a two-year programme that covers all the 
National Curriculum subjects. Students will be taught in mixed ability groups in all 
subjects apart from Maths, ensuring that every child is taught at a level that matches 
their ability. Pupils will be given the opportunity, through sustained practice, to 
develop Mastery in the core skills. Mastery Learning is the ability to work hard and 
practice in order to get better. 

• During our three year Key Stage 4 programme, all students will study the 
English Baccalaureate core subjects of English, Mathematics, Science, a Modern 
Foreign Language and a Humanities subject. A wide range of option subjects 
including Drama, Art, Computer Science, Technology and Sports will supplement the 
core curriculum. We expect all our students to achieve at least 8 passes at grades 
A*-C (or future equivalents) including the English Baccalaureate subjects. 

• Personal support through One to One Coaching. Every member of staff is 
trained as a one-to-one coach, which means engaging children individually in 
meaningful conversations where the child does 95% of the talking and the adult 
listens and asks simple probing questions. The philosophy behind this is to believe in 
the child, to understand that they can find solutions to their problems if given the right 
support to do so.  

• Our Extended School Day enables us to offer a wide-ranging enrichment 
programme and opportunities to promote independent learning. Students are 
expected to learn beyond the classroom and to develop the skills and attributes they 
need to compete with the very best in the country.  

‘Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration’ 

Ambition, Achievement and Aspiration is not a motto, it is a way of life, a vision as 
well as the reality we strive to provide for our children. The passion, expertise and 
drive to provide the children with the ambition to succeed, the skills to achieve and 
the aspiration to dream are part of the fabric of the Newington Way and will provide 
children ages 4 – 16 with the building blocks to lifelong learning and 
accomplishment.  

Core Values 

At Newington, we truly value our pupils’ personal development. We strive to help 
every child in understanding themselves, their beliefs and morals, their actions and 
relationships. Once pupils develop a strong sense of themselves, they can then 
begin to understand those around them, and can use this knowledge to strengthen 
their interpersonal skills.  



High Standards and Academic Rigour 

Our aim is to create a school that delivers excellence in all that it does and offers 
coastal community students an education that truly sets them up for top universities, 
top careers and success in life. 
Our school will provide rich learning experiences that allow every student to master 
skills develop passions and reach heights they did not imagine possible. 
Mastery at Key Stage Three 

Deliberate, sustained practice is the most effective path to mastery. It is a process of 
targeted work performed by a student in order to master an area of subject 
knowledge, a methodology or a skill. The work done in the practice is targeted 
directly at a student’s weaker areas and requires the student to dedicate themselves 
to what may be a significant amount of time executing this practice in a high quality, 
focused manner. We believe that it is important to instil an understanding in the 
student that they can achieve significant improvement in any area using this method. 

Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

All students will begin their GCSE courses for the core subjects of English Language 
and Literature, Mathematics and Science in Year 9. We believe that studying for 
these important exams across three years enables our students to develop a greater 
depth of understanding as well as increasing the likelihood that they will achieve the 
top grades. It is the intention that all students will study English Language and 
Literature, Mathematics, Science, PE and PSHE/Citizenship in Year 10 and Year 11. 
Depending on the pathway they have chosen, students then choose further courses. 
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