
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newington Community Primary School 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 
GB meeting 20.04.16 

The Governing Body met on 20th April at 5pm. Two new members, Kwabena Asiedu and Ian Arundell were warmly welcomed. 

In the light of the DfE announcement that all schools must become academies, Mr Stokes had arranged for the Executive Head and 
a Trustee of the Viking Academy Trust to give a presentation  to the GB on their experience moving to Academy status. This proved 
really useful in our later discussions which we will take forward at the Term 6 meeting. 

The Governors were also given training by Mrs Kettle on the format of the new SAT tests and how children’s progress will now be 
measured. 

Mr Stokes gave his Headteacher report noting  strong school progress, particularly in Leadership and Management and Teaching 
and Learning. Evidence was added from several Governor reports that were written following Governor monitoring visits in Term 
4. 

Mr Beech updated the Governors on how Pupil Premium and Sports monies were spent and the positive impact this has on the 
children. 

The school budget for 2016/17 was agreed. 

Lesley Gallagher Chair of Governors 

Have you ever felt any of the following...? 
My child gets easily frustrated, stressed, lacks self-control or says negative things about 
themselves. 
 

My child finds following instructions a challenge. 
My child gives up easily or says they can’t do things. 
My child reacts with their emotions, rather than with logic. 
 

If any one of these sound familiar, then come along to the short parent workshop on Thurs-
day 28th April (at 2:30pm or 5:30pm) to find out WHY your child might be acting/feeling in 
these ways and discover simple ways showing HOW to support them with this. 
If you would like to attend one of the workshops please inform the school office or find the 
event on our Facebook page.  
 
Forest School in Reception 
This term all of the youngest members of our school community will begin to attend 
Forest School sessions at Quex. These sessions have been designed to give the 
children wonderful opportunities to experience the outside environment during planned activities. The children will take 
part in group challenges which will include building homes and dens, visiting an enchanted fairy forest and making 
bracelets and roasting marshmallows around a camp fire. The children will work together to achieve set goals and will 
learn about safety and respect for themselves, others and the world around them. 
 

We'd like to remind all children and parents about the importance of Road Safety. We are fortunate to 

have our crossing lady, Sasha, who always guides the pupils safely across the road before and after 

school. It is also important that your child knows ways to cross the roads safe-

ly outside of school times. Here are a few tips to share with your children: 

 Look both ways...twice! 

 Listen for traffic. 

 Don't run across roads; you may trip. 

 Cross in a clear space- not between cars or trees. 

With support from school and home, pupils have the best chance at staying safe 

on the roads. 

Well done to the following children who have been awarded 14 badges and are therefore entitled to move 
to the next level lanyard: 
Comets' children who have just received their bronze lanyards 
Toby Rose      Kai-Jay Kiley 
Sophie Hickson     Caelab Kelly 
I am proud to inform you of the following children's achievements in Eclipse: 
Neshum Limbu - Bronze 
Summer-Louise Knight - Bronze  Ethan Verlander - Bronze 
Blake Verlander - Bronze    Oliver Waters - Bronze 
Byron Taylor - Silver 
In Cosmos Kieran Verlander and Lacey Bushell now have a Yellow lanyard. 
Children from Cygnus who have moved up a lanyard are: 
Romeo Johnson - Yellow    Nisa Nur-Aydin  - Yellow 
Kyle Caldwell - Yellow    Dawid Stivrins– Yellow 
Adam Sen - Silver 

From Orion Class—Esmé Smith, Jesika McIntosh and Amelia Martin-McGill are now on Yellow. George Cham-
bers is now on Bronze. 

Maths Challenge 
This term, the school received 252 Maths Challenges, which is a school record! We would like to say a massive 
thank you to all the adults at home who helped their child develop their maths learning over the Easter Break. 
The runners up were Albie Beech in Cosmos, Kayla Amy-Lee in Andromeda and Sophia Lee in Saturn for pre-
senting their findings in a creative and engaging way. For going above and beyond anything that was expected of 
them, the winners were Kieran Verlander in Cosmos, Charlie Lindsay in Great Bears, and Bobby and Rosie Far-
ley in Pluto and Mars, who both produced a fabulous Maths folder. Thank you again. We look forward to seeing 
even more Maths challenges next term! 
 The Maths Team 

Easter Reading Challenge 
As always the overwhelming response to the reading challenges never fails to impress 
me! Thank you for your support in ensuring these are completed and returned – they 
make a real difference to the children’s attitudes to reading. The standard continues to 
rise and it’s becoming increasingly hard to choose between the challenges to reward 
outstanding effort. However, four fabulous challenges deserve a special mention, they 
are: Leo Ward, Beatrice Ward, Macy Long and Katy Webb. Well done to everyone 
who completed it, you are literacy stars! Mrs Kennedy. 
 
News from the Music Department 
It’s a busy time of preparation in our school’s music department. The pupils and Mr 
Eldred are preparing backing tracks for the end of term performance all 
about London. This includes specially written songs for the perfor-
mance  including one about ‘The Great Plague of London’ and a premi-
ere of the Reception classes ‘London Transport’ song.  All of the back-
ing tracks feature our pupils singing and performing and it promises to 
be a fantastic celebration of our Capital city. 
The pupils are also putting together their very first Radio programme for 
the school’s radio station ‘Triple ‘A’ Radio. This will also explore London 
as its theme and will include the pupil’s reports about their amazing 
school trips to London that they have been on this term. Mr Eldred is 
also in the process of completing a 6 Times table song that will include 
a visual tribute to London and an affectionate musical tribute to the 
magic of Chas ‘N’ Dave. We look forward to sharing the pupil’s musical 
achievements and radio talents with you later this term. 



Newington Community Primary School 

Princess Margaret Avenue, Ramsgate, Kent. CT12 6HX 

Tel: (01843) 593412 Fax: (01843) 850323 

Headteacher: Mr. C. Stokes. M.A. B.Ed 

Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 

Dear Parents, 

We have now concluded the London trips; during the last two weeks we have taken more than 200 adults 
and 600 children to London. Every child and adult returned safely having had a wonderful time, with memo-
ries that will stay with them forever. I have not heard a single complaint from staff members, parents or chil-
dren, which means that this monumental feat of organisation has been hugely successful and will ultimately 
lead to children having a greater appreciation of their place in our society, a greater understanding of what 
being British means to them, and will motivate and inspire them to want to learn more. The days of the ‘end 
of school year trips’ are long gone, now all visits have to make children better readers, better writers and 
better people.  I know that you will join me in thanking the staff members, who threw themselves so whole-
heartedly into the organisation of the visits; each and every one of them did a magnificent job and I am so 
very proud of the team that I lead—COLLABORATION IN ITS FINEST FORM 

‘Iconic London’ 

As you are already aware, all children and adults from Reception through to Year 6 will be coming together for a 

whole school performance at the end of term, in order to celebrate all things that make London iconic. The book-

ing system is now open for you to book your tickets; please see our Facebook page and school website for the link. 

The parents of children in Reception and Year 1 will be invited for the performance on Wednesday 25th May at 

9:30am. 

The parents of children in Year 2 and 3 will be invited for the performance on Thursday 26th May at 9:30am. 

The parents of children in Year 4, 5 and 6 will be invited for the performance on Thursday 26th May at 1:30pm. 

If you have more than one child attending the school, please choose one performance to attend. 

Due to the popular demand for tickets this year, we will now be offering two tickets to each family. However, in 

order to cater for the increased number of tickets for each performance, please be aware that if you intend to 

bring an additional child to the show, this will count as one of your tickets. I am sure you can appreciate that we 

have limited space in our main hall to ensure that the children’s performance is a true success. If you have any 

questions, please speak to either Mrs Bailey in the office or Mrs Andrews.  
 
This term, as part of our wonderful topic ‘This is London’,  pupils are learning all about the ‘British Values’. One key Brit-
ish Value is democracy. On Monday, we had a visitor from ‘Simple Politics’ hosting a whole school assembly; he came 
into school to promote an interest in the EU Referendum by discussing politics and democracy with the pupils . The as-
sembly was purely informational and will support our pupils in understanding the democratic processes that have, and 
will, occur. Our visitor explained what the EU is and how it developed, he then went on to explain how important the de-
cision is for us as a country and that there were two sides to the debate. Further to this we will be holding our own refer-
endum on the subject of EU membership on the 23rd June. If your child would like to learn even more about this, please 
explore this Newsround website link http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/european_union 
 
Holidays in Term Time 
I have had an increasing number of requests for holidays in term time. I am afraid I am unable to authorise holidays un-
less there is an exceptional reason for you to take your child out of school. Children’s futures are determined by their 
success in school ,and for children to be successful they need to attend regularly; they need to be here, on time, every 
day. I appreciate your support in this matter. 
 
London Marathon 
A huge well done to Miss Appleby, Mrs Sarah Smith and Mr Luke Verlander for completing the London Marathon on 
Sunday. We are so proud of your achievements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A very big well done to the following children who have been recognised for their outstanding Home Learning this 
term:  
  
Reception(Comets) -  Leo Ward 
Year 1(Great Bears) -  Lucas Davey 
Year 2(Galaxy) -  Harvey Baker 
Year 3(Saturn) -  Bradley Lucas 
Year 4(Gemini) - Alan Monaghan 
Year 5(Earth) -  Keion Lawless 
Year 6(Venus) -  Lucy Aveling 
  
Examples of the children’s work are on display outside the main Office in the Re-
ception area. The children have also received a certificate and a badge 
 

Yr 5/6 Rugby Festival 

On Friday 22nd April our Rugby team took on St Ethelbert’s, Dame Janet and Haddon Dene during another successful Rugby festi-

val.  The event was held at Dame Janet Academy for all the teams involved to practice and show their skills and prepare the team 

for the big event coming up in May.  They worked incredibly hard to develop their teamwork and communication to support 

passing and gaining points from spectacular sprints down the pitch to score their try.  Well done to Alfie Webb, Matthew John-

son, Jessica Holden, Lewis Kurn (Top Scorer), Leo Cavell, Harvie White, Finlay Hardy and William Mahoney.  A big thank you to 

Lincoln White for his outstanding Mascot support too.  

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers 

Thank you to everyone who has donated their vouchers to the school.  We have currently collected 2,819 vouchers so far.  There 

is only one more week to collect the vouchers, so please feel free to donate them to our fund so far.  Thank you for your contin-

ued support. 

Parent News 
Starting on Thursday 5th May Newington Community Primary School are excited to be holding a cupcake decorating workshop 
for all parents, grandparents and friends of the school.  The workshop will be run by Katie Smith who runs her own cake business 
and who is also a parent of the school.  Katie will be showing you how to work with sugar paste icing and buttercream icing to 
create beautifully decorated cupcakes! 
  
This 4 week free workshop will run on the following dates: 
  
Thursday 5th May, Thursday 12th May, Thursday 19th May and Wednesday 25th May from 1.30pm - 3pm  
in the Family Room. 
  
To book your place please speak to Alison, FLO on 593412 or e-mail  

a.stevens@newington-ramsgate.kent.sch.uk 

If you have any skills that you would like to share with our School and other like minded parents we are looking to hold various 
skill set workshops.  Anything from gardening and DIY to car maintenance and sewing!  If you know of anyone please do get in 
touch! 
  
Iconic London' 
 We are looking for parents/grandparents and families of the school who are willing to give up some time to help us with our 
'Iconic London' decorations for this years show.  We will be running art sessions on the following dates.  There are various differ-
ent tasks from painting to decorating the hall. Many hands make light work!.  Come and be part of this fabulous production.  All 
sessions will start at 1.15pm 
Tuesday 24th May - decorating main hall. 
  
If you cannot make it in to school to help on any of this dates and would still like to help please contact Alison, FLO as there are 
some pieces of art that may be able to be done at home.  
  
Next Family Event! 
 Our next Family Event will be held on Thursday 19th May from 5-7.30pm and it will be a Family Disco and Karaoke even-
ing!  Want to unleash your inner rock star? Now is your chance!! 
More details to follow soon!! 
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